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Member of the Congress—he and Governor
Carper changed jobs, and in 6 months they’re
going to have a vote to see who won and who
lost—[laughter]—to try to work with the Con-
gress to develop a national welfare reform pro-
gram. With the support of people in the House
and the Senate, with the particular help of Sen-
ator Moynihan, now the chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee, and with the support of
the White House, the Governors had an unprec-
edented role in writing the Family Support Act
of 1988, which President Reagan signed into
law shortly before he left office and which Sen-
ator Moynihan said was the most significant
piece of social reform in this area in the last
generation.

The Family Support Act embodies a principle
which I believe is the basis of an emerging
consensus among people without regard to party
or without regard to their traditional political
philosophies. We must provide people on wel-
fare with more opportunities for job training,
with the assurance that they will receive the
health care and child care they need when they
go to work, and with all the opportunities they
need to become self-sufficient. But then we
have to ask them to make the most of these
opportunities and to take a job.

As all of you know, the States never had the
chance to fully implement the Welfare Reform
Act of 1988 for two reasons: first, because over
the last 4 years the welfare rolls have exploded
everywhere and health care costs have gone up
as the job market has declined and the economy
has grown at the slowest rate in half a century;
secondly, because of the economic problems,
Government revenues have been down and the
Congress and the administration were never able
to fully fund the education and training portion
of the act. This was clearly manifested not only
in the growth of welfare rolls but in the fact
that last year, for the first time since the pro-
gram began, 1 in 10 Americans were on food
stamps. So as the weak economy left millions
of more in poverty, and the welfare rolls in-
creased 5 times greater during the last 4 years
than under the previous two administrations
combined, it made it more difficult to make
welfare reform work.

In spite of that, I think it would be a great
mistake to conclude that that act was of no
significance or that nothing good has occurred.
Bipartisan efforts in State after State from New
Jersey to Georgia, to Wisconsin, and many oth-

ers all across the country, have resulted in inno-
vative approaches to help move people off wel-
fare rolls and onto payrolls.

In our State, through the program we call
Project Success, more than 17,000 people
moved from welfare to work. And more impor-
tantly, at a time when the rolls were exploding,
our rolls grew much more slowly than the na-
tional average. Many of you have your own suc-
cesses to report, and I had the opportunity to
visit, in many of the States here represented,
projects that were terribly impressive to me.

I say this to make the following point: The
bill that is on the books will work, given the
right economy and the right kind of support
systems, but we need to do more than fully
implement it; we need to do that and go be-
yond.

I salute you for forming a State officials advi-
sory group on welfare reform with Governors
and legislators and health and welfare directors
from 10 States. I want to tell you today that
within the next 10 days I will announce a wel-
fare reform group to work with you. I will ask
top officials from the White House, the Health
and Human Services, and other agencies in-
volved to sit down with Governors and congres-
sional leaders and develop a welfare reform plan
that will work. I have asked the best people
in the Nation on this subject to come and help
me do this.

The day I took office I promised the Amer-
ican people I would fight for more opportunity
for all and demand more responsibility from all.
And that is a commitment I am determined
to keep, with your help, by putting an end to
welfare as we know it.

Our working group will learn from and work
with State officials, business and labor folks, and
leaders from every walk of life who care about
this issue. On welfare reform, as on health care
reform, there are no top-down, made-in-Wash-
ington solutions that will work for everyone. The
problems and the progress are to be found in
the communities of this country.

But I do want to tell you the principles this
morning that will guide my administration as
we work with you to reform welfare. First, wel-
fare should be a second chance, not a way of
life. I want to give people on welfare the edu-
cation and training and the opportunities they
need to become self-sufficient. To make sure
they can do it after they go to work, they must
still have access to health care and to child
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