
37

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Feb. 3

of communications for The Enterprise Founda-
tion, a national foundation that works to provide
housing for low-income people, to be Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs.

‘‘I am committed,’’ said the President, ‘‘as is
Secretary Cisneros, to turning the Department
of Housing and Urban Development into a cen-
ter for action and a home for innovation. Terry
Duvernay, Andrew Cuomo, Roberta Achtenberg,
and Jean Nolan have a big task ahead of them—

rebuilding housing opportunity for all Americans
and repairing the torn fabric of our nation’s
urban communities. These four outstanding indi-
viduals have the experience, the knowledge, and
the ability to make that happen. They will be
an essential part of my team.’’

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to Office of Management and Budget Employees
February 3, 1993

Thank you very much, Mr. Vice President.
Mr. Panetta, Ms. Rivlin, ladies and gentlemen.
I’m really sorry to know that the Vice President
has a lavish office in this building. If it gets
any hotter over at the White House he may
want to occupy it. [Laughter]

I want to tell you how very proud I am to
be here today, how grateful I am for the enor-
mous amount of work I know all of you have
been doing because of the tight timetables we
have set on ourselves leading up to the February
17th address to Congress. Nobody in this coun-
try is working any harder than you are to give
the promises I made to the American people
a chance to take life. And I just wanted to
come by here today and say a simple thank
you.

For years politicians have run for President
and Governor and other offices by running
against the Government. And to be sure, there
is a lot to run against; there is a lot which
needs to be changed. There are people here
in this room today that know more specifically
about what needs to be changed than those of
us who give speeches about it. But I think it
is terribly important, in the midst of all that
rhetoric, not to forget that behind that Govern-
ment that needs to be changed there are people
who have decided to give their lives to the inter-
est of the United States and its citizens. And
they deserve to be honored. And I do appreciate
that.

I wanted to tell you today a little bit about
why I think I got elected to this job and what
I hope, together, we can do, and most impor-
tantly, what’s behind the enormous and increas-
ingly complex challenges facing this country.

Let me begin by relating a simple experience
I had a few months ago which affected me
deeply, involving a man named Benjamin Ed-
wards, a 52-year-old man who lived in Philadel-
phia. The night of the first Presidential debate,
he had a viewing party at his house, but it
was a highly unusual viewing party. He was out
of work, and his electricity had been turned
off because he couldn’t pay the bills. So his
neighbors brought over television sets and lamps
and ran extension cords from a nearby apart-
ment because that’s the only way they could
watch it. About 100 of them did. And the next
day Benjamin Edwards took a bus 15 miles to
attend one of our campaign rallies. As I came
down the line, he grabbed my hand and told
me to win the election because he had to have
a job. I told him that if I won the election
I’d try to get him a job. Well, he’s got a job
now because he became somewhat famous as
a result of this incident. [Laughter]

But there are millions and millions of other
Americans who still don’t. I read an article yes-
terday in the paper about another unemployed
person who had voted for me who had only
gotten a form response from the White House.
And I told somebody today to pick up the phone
and call him and talk to him and try to make
him feel connected to his Government again.

I say this to reiterate something that I think
most of you already know, but it’s easy to forget
here working in the splendid isolation of the
Capital City. Budgets are not about numbers;
they’re about people. They mean jobs and health
care, education or training. We can’t ever afford
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