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come back into Canada now.
One of the reasons I want to try to generate

more jobs here is I think that would create
more jobs in Canada. The more people we have
with incomes and the more consumers we will
have, the more economic impact we’ll be able
to have in Canada to bring that unemployment
down there.

Q. What are the problems, if any, in the rela-
tionship?

The President. Well, let me say, this is our
first conversation face to face. I don’t want to
dwell on the problems. The opportunities over-
whelm the problems. And I’m sure we’ll work
through the problems.

Prime Minister Mulroney. Maybe I could just
say, Mr. President, in regard to that, that our
total trade, all in, is in Canadian dollars about
$275 billion a year. It dwarfs anything that the
United States has anywhere in the world. But
more importantly, at the end of the year when

you factor everything in, from interest payments
to dividends, our trade is in rough balance. It
is extraordinary that the largest trading relation-
ship between two nations in history is in rough
balance at the end of the year, which means
that with the imperfections that we have, that
we’ve got a pretty good system that is self-gov-
erning. And from time to time, the President
and the Prime Minister of Canada have to inter-
vene to make sure that this really remarkably
productive relationship with both countries is
preserved and strengthened.

That’s what President Clinton did. He was
selling the free trade agreement when he was
Governor of Arkansas throughout the United
States. So I’m very encouraged by his attitudes
and his record in regard to developing world
trade.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:38 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.
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The President. Good afternoon. I’m delighted

that my first meeting as President with a foreign
leader is with the Prime Minister of Canada,
Brian Mulroney. On the day after I was elected,
I spoke of the essential continuity of our coun-
try’s foreign policy. Our steadfast relationship
with Canada is an indispensable element of that
continuity. Prime Minister Mulroney and the
people of Canada should know that the United
States is still their friend and their partner.

It is worth noting that the United States and
Canada share the world’s longest undefended
border and that we haven’t had a battle between
us since the War of 1812. Now having said
that, Mr. Prime Minister, I will tell you that
I look forward to winning back the World Se-
ries. [Laughter]

Canada has long stood as our partner in pro-
moting democracy and human rights around the
world. Today Canada is demonstrating her inter-
national leadership for peace and freedom
through her commitment of troops in peace-
keeping efforts around the world, in Somalia,

in Bosnia, and elsewhere. Canada is our largest
trading partner. Both our nations benefit enor-
mously from the immense river of goods and
services flowing across our border, with an in-
crease of $30 billion just since the free trade
agreement went into effect.

It is remarkable how relatively few disputes
have attended the vigorous trading between us.
Yet it is inevitable that there will be some dis-
agreements even among close partners. And we
agreed today to maintain high-level attention to
that trading relationship, to ensure that the
problems are addressed before they become cri-
ses.

The Prime Minister and I discussed the North
American Free Trade Agreement. I assured him
that my administration intends to move forward
with NAFTA while establishing a process to pro-
vide adequate protection to workers, to farmers,
and to the environment. Canada was our partner
in working with Mexico to negotiate NAFTA,
and Canada will be our partner as we move
forward to put it and its related agreements
into effect. We’ve made a good start here today
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