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the involvement, a greater degree of involve-
ment by the United States in terms of the ac-
cord itself and also the involvement of President
Yeltsin.

We believe that the elements of an agree-
ment, impacted by the concern of the United
States and Canada in the area of human rights,
in the area of war crimes, for example, can
be—these amendments can be of significant
substance without altering a lot of the hard and
constructive work that has taken place so far
by Cy Vance and David Owen.

But it would be important that in this process
at the Security Council there be greater involve-
ment by Russia and by President Yeltsin. And
I took the liberty of making some recommenda-
tions along those lines to the President, and
he’ll reflect upon them and probably have some-
thing to say.

The President. Let me answer now to just
reaffirm what our present posture is. We have
given the Bosnian situation urgent consideration.
We have reviewed a wide range of options. We
certainly will take into account what the Prime
Minister has said. Our reluctance on the Vance-
Owen proposals, while I applaud the effort both
personally and as President, is that the United
States at the present time is reluctant to impose
an agreement on the parties to which they do
not agree, especially when the Bosnian Muslims
might be left at a severe disadvantage if the
agreement is not undertaken in good faith by
the other parties and cannot be enforced exter-
nally.

So we are looking at that. I think one of
the things the Prime Minister said is absolutely
right: If there is to be a diplomatic political
solution to this over the long run, we very much
need President Yeltsin involved and the support
of Russia. He reaffirmed to me just a few days
ago in our telephone conversation his general
support for the policy that we have outlined.
But I’m sure you can understand why with a
problem this difficult, we would like a few days
longer just to seriously review this to come up
with what our policy is going to be. Then we’ll
announce it as clearly and forcefully and follow
it as strongly as we possibly can.

Haiti
Q. [Inaudible]—is it time to strengthen pres-

sure on Haiti? Do think we should have stronger
action——

[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in French, and a translation was not
provided.]

Q. Mr. President, the same question, please.
The President. As the Prime Minister has said,

our Secretary of State met today with President
Aristide and discussed a wide range of issues
with him as well as what our efforts have been,
the progress and the lack of progress of Mr.
Caputo’s efforts. We talked about where we’re
going with this relationship in the future.

Let me say that I am committed to restoring
democracy to Haiti. I am doing my best to work
through the U.N. and the OAS with Mr.
Caputo. I am, frankly, disappointed that the
Prime Minister in Haiti has apparently backed
off a little bit of his original willingness to let
us send in some third-party observers, not just
to protect the petitions for refugee status but
also to try to stabilize conditions leading toward
a restoration of democracy there. And we’re
going to talk to Mr. Caputo, see where he thinks
things are, and then reassess our position.

But I share the Prime Minister’s determina-
tion. The United States and Canada should be
and are one in our commitment to restoring
democracy to Haiti. And we will continue to
push ahead either on the course we’re now on,
or if that fails, on a more vigorous course toward
that end.

Israel
Q. What did you tell the President on the

deportees in Israel?
Prime Minister Mulroney. We touched periph-

erally on the Middle East because the Secretary
of State is going to, I gather, to the Middle
East at an early moment. The position of Can-
ada, my own view is that we tend not to try
and give Israel lessons in regard to the deter-
minations it has to make about its own national
security. Israel’s entitled to make some impor-
tant value judgments about itself.

That being said, I congratulated the President
and the Secretary of State for their leadership
in bringing about the first step of the return
of the hundred deportees, which I think was
an excellent example of diplomacy and inter-
national leadership by the President.

It’s the first step. It’s not the whole answer.
And it’s a complicated matter which I think
will be resolved—where the resolution of which
will be clearer after Secretary of State Chris-
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