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topher has had an opportunity to visit the re-
gion. But I think that we're supportive of the
U.N. resolutions, but I'm always very concerned
when people start to lecture Israel on the man-
ner in which it has to look after its own internal
security, because for very important historical
reasons, Israel, of course, is better qualified than
most to make determinations about its own well-
being.

Bosnia

Q. Mr. President, on Bosnia, do you expect
that there would be an American diplomatic ini-
tiative to replace what you see as the flaws in
the Vance-Owen initiative?

The President. 1 can’t say that at this time.
As I say, I applaud the efforts that have been
made by Lord Owen and by Secretary Vance.
I think that they have done the very best they
could. And I don’t criticize the details so much
as—it’s not a criticism so much as a reluctance
on the part of the United States to impose on
parties an agreement which they do not freely
accept themselves, particularly one that might
work to the immediate and to the long-term
further disadvantage of the Bosnian Muslims.

But I would not rule out any option at this
time. We have a wide range of options under
consideration. We are working very hard on this.
We will settle on a course and then do our
best to consult with our allies and win broad
support for it. You heard the Prime Minister
say that over the long run we need President
Yeltsin’s involvement in this, and I agree. You
heard me say that we hardly ever do anything
in foreign policy that we don’t have Canada’s
support in, and we’ll need that.

So we've got a lot of work to do on this.
We've been working very hard and welll try
to bring it to a quick closure.

Q. There seems to be disagreement, though,
in that the Prime Minister seems to think that
that can be built upon—
come up with some agreement.

The President. 1 hope we can revive them.
Our biggest problem in this country is the expi-
ration of fast track authority. But we have begun
a lot of talks in earnest within the administration
about that. I've done my best to send a signal
to our trading partners and to the parties to

GATT that we very much want a successful
agreement. And I'll have more to say about that
in the days ahead.

Thank you.

Haiti

[At this point, a question was asked and an-
swered in French, and a translation was not

provided.]

The President. Let me answer that also. I
take it by what I believe was your French, of
what then was a good translation I got, that
you mean by complexity of the situation in Haiti
the fact that Father Aristide was plainly elected
by an overwhelming majority and is plainly
still—has the support of an overwhelming major-
ity of the people; but while, in the brief period
when he was in authority, made some state-
ments which caused people in the military and
others to have fear for their security, their per-
sonal security, in ways that are inconsistent with
running a democracy, which has to recognize
human rights—does that present the complexity?
Yes, that is the nub of the issue.

We have to be able to restore democracy
in a way that convinces everybody that their
human rights will be respected and, for an in-
terim period, protected. And obviously, that’s
what the Caputo mission is designed to do.

But the complexity of the issue cannot deter
us from the fundamental mission, which is to
restore a democratically elected government that
will not abuse the human rights of ordinary Hai-
tians. And I agree with the Prime Minister, we
certainly ought to be able to do that here in
our backyard, and were going to work hard
on it.

Thank you very much.

Prime Minister Mulroney. Thank you very
much.

NoTE: The President’s second news conference
began at 1:44 p.m. on the South Lawn of the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to Lord
David Owen and Cyrus Vance, Cochairmen of the
International Conference on the former Yugo-
slavia, and Dante Caputo, U.N./OAS Special
Envoy to Haiti.



