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rity depends more on things that go far beyond
geographical divides. Our security depends on
more than the ocean that divides us. It depends
on the existence of a strong and free and demo-
cratic Europe.

Today we can honor the sacrifice of those
Americans buried here on your soil by expand-
ing the reach of the freedoms they fought and
gave their lives to preserve. The fight for your
generation across a broader Europe will be
joined and won not on this continent’s beaches
or across its plains but rather in its new par-
liaments and city councils, in the offices and
factories of its new market economies, in the
hearts and minds of the young people like many
of you here. You have the most to gain from
a Europe that is integrated in terms of security,
in terms of economics, in terms of democracies.

Ultimately, you will have to decide what sort
of Europe you want and how hard you are will-
ing to work for it. But I want you to know
that the United States stands by you in that
battle, as we have in the other battles of the
20th century.

I believe that our freedom is indivisible. I
believe our destinies are joined. I believe that
the 21st century can be the most exciting period
that Europe and the United States have ever
known and that your future can be the richest
and brightest of any generation. But we will
have to work to make it so.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6 p.m. in the Goth-
ic Room at the Hotel de Ville. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene
of Belgium and Mayor Jose Desmaret of Brussels.
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Thank you all for coming out tonight. Thank
you for waving the flags. I’m sorry we didn’t
have more room inside, but I’m glad we could
show the speech on the screen.

Let me say that I have been in this place
many times. I’ve been here as a student. I’ve
been here as the Governor of my State. I never
imagined I would actually be here as President
and you would be here to say hello. You have
already heard my speech; I have really nothing

else to say except I’m delighted to be here.
We are here to build a new and stronger future
for Europe and a better partnership between
Europe and the United States, and I hope all
of you will support that.

Happy New Year, and thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:47 p.m. in the
Grand Place, upon his departure from the Hotel
de Ville.
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The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you for coming. Thank you for playing. And
thank you for waiting a little as I had the chance
to stop downtown and talk to some citizens after
I gave my speech.

I want to tell you how very much I appreciate
the work that all of you are doing for your
country a long way from home, but at the center
of the future we have to make together. I think
in a way you’re all fortunate to be serving in

Brussels at such a pivotal point in the history
of Europe and the history of the world. This
is a remarkable city, the headquarters of the
Commission on European Unity and Union and
NATO. And I want to thank all of our three
Ambassadors behind us for the work that they
have done.

The importance of our bilateral relationship
with Belgium can hardly be overstated. Alan
Blinken, I think, will represent us very well,


