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I also want Congress to pass the crime bill
without delay. Our proposal will put 100,000
more police officers on the street, expand boot
camps for young offenders, get handguns out
of the hands of minors, ban assault weapons,
and have stiffer sentences for violent repeat of-
fenders.

This year, I’m also determined to start cre-
ating a world-class system of lifetime education
and training, especially for those who lose their
jobs. This means setting high standards first for
our public schools and challenging every State
to meet them—world-class standards. It means
new investments, from Head Start for pre-
schoolers to job training for young people to
retraining for experienced workers. Better
schools and better skills are the best way to
promote competitiveness for our economy and
equal opportunity for every American.

And we must continue to work to make wel-
fare a second chance, not a way of life. Our
welfare reform proposal will embrace two simple
values: work and responsibility. Those who can
work should do so. And both parents must take
responsibility for their children, because govern-
ments don’t raise children, parents do.

In 1993, I met a lot of Americans who made
a vivid impression on me and whose impression
caused me to redouble my determination to face
the problems which our country has too long
ignored. I met a young man in California who
changed schools to go to a safer school but
whose brother was shot standing in front of him
in the safer school as they tried to register.
I met a widow in Detroit who supports herself
and her children, enrolled in a training program
to become a machinist, to prove again that most
Americans want to work and don’t want to be
on welfare. I met a businessman in Florida who
poured his heart into his small furniture store,
only to be told by his insurance company that
he had to drop coverage of his own parents

whose age made them a high risk. All these
folks strengthened my commitment to work for
better education and better job training, uni-
versal health coverage that can never be taken
away, safer streets, and a stronger America.

The stories of real people inspire the struggles
and the efforts that drive my administration.
We’ve got to keep working to rebuild the Amer-
ican economy, to revive middle class life and
middle class values in America, and to restore
our sense of community. We have to recognize
that all these problems are interrelated. You
can’t just solve one without the other. We have
to remember that these problems developed
over a long period of time; they can’t be solved
overnight. We have to remember that Govern-
ment can’t do everything alone, everyone must
play his or her part. But we must remember,
too, that we can make a difference and we can
do better.

In that spirit, let us all make New Year’s
resolutions today. Let’s resolve among other
things that in 1994 every American will have
health care that’s always there and can never
be taken away, that in 1994 we will take back
our streets and make them safer for our chil-
dren, that in 1994 we will improve our schools
and hold ourselves to world-class standards of
excellence and that we will give our workers
throughout their lifetimes the skills they need
to compete and win in a tough global economy,
that in 1994 we will continue to work to favor
work over welfare, and that we will continue
to rebuild our economy and, with it, the Amer-
ican dream.

If we’ll stay together and work together, we
can do these things. Have a happy and healthy
New Year’s. And thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:15 p.m. on
December 31, 1993, in Hilton Head, SC, for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 1, 1994.
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The President. Ladies and gentlemen, wel-
come to this first meeting of 1994 for our ad-
ministration, a meeting devoted to charting our
course this year on health care. We all look

back now in American history at—remember
1935 is the year that the American people
adopted Social Security; 1965 is the year the
American people adopted Medicare. I believe


