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the alliance must be prepared to act. What is
at stake is not just the safety of the people
in Sarajevo and any possibility of bringing this
terrible conflict to an end but the credibility
of the alliance itself. And that, make no mistake
about it, will have great ramifications in the
future in other contexts.

Therefore, in voting for this language, I ex-
pect the North Atlantic Council to take action
when necessary. And I think if anyone here
does not agree with that, you shouldn’t vote
for language. I think it is the appropriate lan-
guage, but we have to be clear when we put
something like this in the declaration.

Let me say finally that I ran across the fol-
lowing quotation by a distinguished and now
deceased American political writer, Walter Lipp-
mann. Three days after the North Atlantic Trea-
ty was signed, Lippmann wrote this, propheti-

cally: ‘‘The pact will be remembered long after
the conditions that have provoked it are no
longer the main business of mankind. For the
treaty recognizes and proclaims a community of
interest which is much older than the conflict
with the Soviet Union and, come what may,
will survive it.’’

Well, this meeting will prove him right. The
Soviet Union is gone, but our community of
interest endures. And now it is up to us to
build a new security for a new future for the
Atlantic people in the 21st century.

Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:15 a.m. at NATO Headquarters. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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Initiatives in Europe

The President. Good evening. Ladies and gen-
tlemen, I came to Europe to help strengthen
European integration, to create a new security
for the United States and its Atlantic partners,
based on the idea that we had a real chance
to integrate rather than to divide Europe, both
East and West, an integration based on shared
democracies, market economies, and defense co-
operation.

Today we have taken two giant steps toward
greater security for the United States, for Eu-
rope, and the world. First, this afternoon I
joined our NATO allies in signing the docu-
ments that create the Partnership For Peace.
The United States proposed this Partnership to
lay the foundation for intensive cooperation
among the armed forces of our NATO mem-
bers, all former Warsaw Pact states, and other
non-NATO European states who wish to join
the Partnership. By providing for the practical
integration and cooperation of these diverse
military forces, the Partnership For Peace will
lead to the enlargement of NATO membership
and will support our efforts to integrate Europe.

I’m also pleased to announce that on Friday
the United States will sign with Ukraine and

Russia an agreement which commits Ukraine to
eliminate nuclear weapons from its territory.
These include 176 intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and some 1,500 warheads targeted at the
United States. This is a hopeful and historic
breakthrough that enhances the security of all
three parties and every other nation as well.

When I came into office, I said that one of
my highest priorities was combating the pro-
liferation of nuclear weapons and other weapons
of mass destruction. The issue of nuclear weap-
ons in the former Soviet Union was the most
important nonproliferation challenge facing the
world. With the Soviet Union dissolved, four
countries were left with nuclear weapons: Rus-
sia, Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Belarus. I have
sought to ensure that the breakup of the Soviet
Union does not result in the birth of new nu-
clear states which could raise the chances for
nuclear accident, nuclear terrorism, or nuclear
proliferation.

In just one year, after an intensive diplomatic
effort by the United States, both Kazakhstan
and Belarus agreed to accede to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and to join the ranks
of nonnuclear nations. Much credit for these
actions goes to President Nazarbayev of


