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You said if we're going to reassert this warning,
it cannot be seen as mere rhetoric. Yet, NATO
has done nothing in Bosnia really. What changed
today after your meeting?

The President. Well, let me point out, NATO
has done everything that the United Nations
has asked it to do. With our allies, we have
conducted the longest airlift in history to bring
supplies to the people of Bosnia. We have sup-
ported working with our allies” operations in the
Adriatic and other operations designed to sup-
port the embargo. We have supported the no-
fly zone. We have done everything the United
Nations has asked us to do.

What we are going to discuss tonight in great-
er detail—let me say, I don’t want to say any—
I'll be glad to talk about my comment today,
but I do want to tell you we're going to have
more discussions about this tonight at dinner.

The point I was trying to make today that
Secretary General Woerner also wanted to make
was that if we were going to restate, in effect,
the warning we adopted in August that if Sara-
jevo were subject to undue and continued shell-
ing in a way that threatened it significantly—
and there was more shelling today—that we
would consider having air strikes, that we had
to be prepared to do that. And I can tell you
that on behalf of the United States that if the
facts warrant that, we would certainly ask the
North Atlantic Council to take it up. That is,
we would ask all of our allies and NATO to
consider an appropriate response. Now, there’s
still the U.N. to deal with and other things,
but we believe we should go forward.

The question of what we can do to get a
peace in Bosnia, however, I want to caution
you, goes far beyond that. That is, it depends
upon the willingness of all the parties to agree
to a reasonable settlement. And what may be
appropriate in dealing with relieving the siege
of Sarajevo may or may not actually hasten an
end to the war. So well be discussing that in
greater detail.

Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter-
national]?

Q. Youre not ready for the air strikes yet,
sir?

The President. Well, let me say, what I want
to do at this meeting—this meeting is not about
air strikes. This meeting is about whether we’re
going to reaffirm our position. I can just tell
you that the United States would be prepared
to ask the North Atlantic Council to consider

that if the siege of Sarajevo continues and the
facts warrant it.

Partnership For Peace

Q. You made one of the toughest statements
you ever have made for an international group.
What was the response of the allies? I mean,
how did they take it? Did they say they would
go along?

The President. Well, we're going to talk about
it tonight. Some did; some have not commented
yet. But let me say today the most important
thing and the thing we talked about today was
our agreement on the strategy for reaching out
to the East. Over the long run, that will have
a greater significance, in my judgment, for the
future of Europe than whatever is or is not
done with the tragedy in Bosnia at this late
date. So we spent most of our time today
fleshing out, dealing with, working through this
whole concept of the Partnership For Peace.
And I was, frankly, very gratified that so many
of the leaders of the other countries believe
that it is the right way to go and understand
it's not just a compromise but it’s a vibrant
concept that gives us a chance to build the
best possible future for Europe. That to me
was the best thing we were doing.

Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]?

Ukraine

Q. Mr. President, what assurances do you
have from President Kravchuk that he can sell
this arms deal to his Parliament this time? There
have been difficulties in the past. And what are
the costs, sir?

The President. Well, let me say, first of all,
that—let me deal with the cost first. As you
all know—and then I'll get to the other point—
you all know how the Nunn-Lugar funds work.
The only cost to the United States taxpayers
in this agreement will be the continuation of
the Nunn-Lugar program, that is, the funds that
we provide to help people dismantle their nu-
clear weapons. What does Ukraine get out of
this? They get security assurances that go with
this sort of agreement. That is, once you become
a nonnuclear state, the states that have nuclear
weapons promise not to use them against you
ever, under any circumstances. They get various
kinds of technical assistance to carry out this.
And they get paid for their highly enriched ura-
nium. They are compensated. That is a commer-
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