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cial transaction involving no cost to the Amer-
ican taxpayer. So there is no cost.

In terms of the assurances, let me say that
President Kravchuk has continued to work on—
progress on previous agreements he has made.
He has shown, I think, great courage in the
last few months in working through this very
difficult and complex set of negotiations with
us that has involved me, the Vice President,
the State Department, and everybody else that’s
appropriate on our side. And we have no reason
to doubt the ability of the President to keep
the commitment that he is prepared to make.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, now that you have a deal

with Ukraine, what can we anticipate Sunday

when you meet with Syrian President Asad? Will
there be some sort of dramatic announcement
there, as well?

The President. I’ve already got—you know,
we’ve already bunched too many stories in one
day, haven’t we? [Laughter] I really can’t—I
can’t say any more at this point than you already
know about that. We’re going to try to keep
the Middle East peace process going.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 39th news conference
began at 6:42 p.m. at the Conrad Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Vladimir Zhirinovsky,
leader of the Liberal Democratic Party in Russia.
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NATO Summit

The President. As you know, we had a good,
long dinner tonight. And we talked about only
two subjects; we talked about Russia and Bosnia.
We spent the first half, perhaps more than half
the dinner, on Russia. And I basically gave a
report about what I would be doing in Russia,
and they gave me their advice about what we
could do to strengthen the process of reform,
create a system of support for people who had
been dislocated economically, how we could
build a better partnership with Russia and have
the kind of future we want, with Russia being
a great nation but a nonaggressive one. And
it was very, very helpful. I mean, they had very
keen insights, and a lot of them had just been
there, so it was helpful.

Then we talked about Bosnia at some length.
And I urged that we stay with the present com-
munique, the present policy, which gives us the
right to ask the U.N. for permission to use air
strikes if Sarajevo continues to be shelled. We
discussed some other options and agreed that
we would have another discussion tomorrow
about it.

So I can’t say that there was any conclusion
reached except that I do believe we’ll stay with
our present policy. I think the language in the

communique will stay in, and we’ll have some
other discussions about it tomorrow morning.

Bosnia
Q. Was there an agreement to ask the U.N.

permission to use air strikes?
The President. No, because under the proce-

dure, what would happen is one of the member
states would have to ask the North Atlantic
Council, our military group, to review it to say
it was appropriate and then to go to the U.N.
So I think, plainly, we know that if the language
stays in there and if the shelling continues, there
will have to be some action taken.

So I think you can tell by what happens to-
morrow. If we keep the language, which I hope
and believe we will, then it’s basically up to
the behavior of those who are shelling Sarajevo,
principally the Serbs. We’ll just have to see what
happens.

Aid to Russia
Q. With regard to Russia, is there a larger

economic plan envisioned?
The President. Well, what they talked about

today was—first of all, we have quite a large
plan. We’ve got to dislodge some of the money
that we’ve committed that was tied up in the
international institutions. They all believe that
we needed a combination of two things: We


