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need to try to speed up the privatization, be-
cause in the end that was the real guarantor
of reform—and Russia has done a phenomenal
job of privatizing industries, thousands just in
the last year—and secondly, that we needed
some sort of social support network, an unem-
ployment system, a retraining system, a system
to train people to manage and operate busi-

nesses and banks that will enable people to deal
with the dislocations that are coming. And that’s
basically what we talked about.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 11
p.m. in the Grand Place. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Letter on Withdrawal of the Nomination of Morton H. Halperin To Be an
Assistant Secretary of Defense
January 10, 1994

Dear Mort:
I have received your letter asking that I not

resubmit your nomination to be Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Democracy and Peace-
keeping. With deep appreciation for your will-
ingness to serve our country and with real re-
gret, I accept your request.

Yours is a superb record of service and ac-
complishment dating back over 30 years. Your
qualifications speak for themselves, and I am
pleased to hear that your willingness to serve
my Administration continues unabated.

At the same time, I appreciate your under-
standing of the circumstances involved in a new
Secretary of Defense coming on board and the

tradition of Cabinet officers having the freedom
to select subordinates.

I am confident that this Administration will
continue to benefit from your talent and counsel
and hope that you will be available for other
suitable assignments.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
made available Mr. Halperin’s letter requesting
that his nomination to be Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Democracy and Peacekeeping be
withdrawn.

Remarks to the American Business Community in Brussels
January 11, 1994

Thank you very much. Thank you, Jim, and
good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I got here
in time to hear the last several moments of
the Secretary of State’s remarks and all that
stuff where he was bragging on me, and it re-
minded me of Clinton’s fourth law of politics,
which is whenever possible be preceded on the
platform by someone you’ve appointed to an
important position. [Laughter]

Nonetheless, we did have a good day yester-
day, the United States did, and I think the At-
lantic alliance did. I came here to Europe hop-
ing that together we might begin to realize the
full promise of the end of the cold war, recog-
nizing clearly that this is a difficult economic

time in Europe, there are still profound difficul-
ties in the United States, and that is having
an impact on the politics of Europe and of the
United States and of what we might do.

Nonetheless, it seemed to me that the time
had come to try to define, here on the verge
of the 21st century, what the elements of a
new security in Europe and in the United States
should be in the aftermath of the cold war,
one premised not on the division of Europe
but on the possibility of its integration, its polit-
ical integration around democracies, its eco-
nomic integration around market economics, and
its defense integration around mutual defense
cooperation.


