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sponse to that. And then today, there were
added two conditions that we asked our military
leadership to come up with, plans to ensure
that the troop replacement in Srebrenica could
proceed and to see whether the airstrip at Tuzla
could be opened.

I can only tell you what happened in the
meetings. The Secretary General of NATO and
I both said that these steps should not be called
for unless everyone voting in the affirmative was
prepared to see them through. And there was
an explicit discussion of that. So I think that
the continued deterioration of conditions, the
frustration of all of us that no peace agreement
has been made, and that explicit debate should
give this vote the credibility that I believe it
deserves.

The Global Economy
Q. Listening to what you said about growth

and jobs and also defense of the environment
and social rights, I’m very struck by how similar
your language is to the proposals which Presi-
dent Delors recently put to the European heads
of government. Would you acknowledge that
your thinking on these issues is very largely con-
vergent? And what would you say to some peo-
ple who responded in this Union by saying now
is no time to be unduly concerned about work-
ers’ rights or the environment, that this can be
no priority when we are tackling mass unem-
ployment? It’s a debate we’ve had here in the
Union. I wonder how you would advise people
in that respect here.

President Clinton. First of all, I think it is
fair to say that President Delors and I share
a lot of common ideas. Prime Minister
Papandreou and I have shared some ideas. I’ve
read some of his thoughts and interviews. I
think any person who seriously studies this issue,
who studies income trends in the United States,
who studies job trends in Europe, who studies
now what is happening in Japan, will reach the
conclusion that every wealthy country in the
world is having great difficulty creating jobs and
raising incomes and that there are some com-
mon elements to this malady which have to be
addressed.

Now, let me say in response to the two issues
you’ve raised, first of all, with regard to the
environment, I believe that dealing with the en-
vironment creates jobs, doesn’t cost jobs if you
do it in the right way. And I think we now
have about 20 years of evidence that supports

that, that if you have the right sort of sensible
environmental policy and if you finance it in
the right way, you will create jobs, not cost
jobs. Much of the environmental cleanup that
is sensible requires the development of tech-
nologies and the generation of high-wage jobs
which will be virtually exclusively the province
of the same countries that are having trouble
creating jobs.

With regard to workers’ rights, I would re-
spond in two ways. First of all, if in order to
create jobs we have to give up all the supports
that we have worked hard for over decades for
working families, then we may wind up paying
the same political price and social price. That
is, we do not want to see the collapse of the
middle class in Europe or in the United States.
What we want to do is to rebuild and strengthen
the middle class.

If you look at the vote in Russia, if you look
at the recent vote in Poland, you see what hap-
pens in democracies when middle class people
feel that the future will be worse than the
present. So if you’re going to ask for changes
in the system of support, those changes have
to be done in a way that increase the sense
of security that middle class, working class fami-
lies have in all these countries.

Secondly, the issue of worker rights and the
issue of the environment should be seen from
our prospective as a global one. That is, if you
look at what Ambassador Kantor negotiated with
Mexico in the NAFTA treaty, the first trade
agreement ever to explicitly deal with environ-
mental and labor issues, we did it because we
said, okay, if we’re going to open our borders
and trade more and invest more with developing
nations, we want to know that their working
people will receive some of the benefits and
a fair share of the benefits of this trade and
investment. Otherwise, they won’t have increas-
ing incomes, and they won’t be able to buy
our products and services.

So I see this whole worker rights issue as
more a function of the global economy and one
that will help us to build up ordinary citizens
everywhere, which I think should be our ulti-
mate objective.

Bosnia
Q. Terry Hunt, from Associated Press. Mr.

President, back on Bosnia, you mentioned that
this threat of military action is not a new threat.
How long can NATO keep on making these


