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dent Kravchuk’s ability to order these changes,

whether he can do it by executive order, wheth-

er the Rada or Parliament has to vote on it.

What is your understanding of that, sir?
President Clinton. We'll talk about it in Kiev

and beyond. Let’s watch it unfold and see.
We've got to go.

Russia

Q. Mr. President, I had planned to ask the
question that Mark [Mark Knoller, CBS Radio]
asked. But let me ask you, the reformers in
Russia seem to have had trouble building coali-
tions to offset the rise of the nationalist forces.
What kind of advice will you be giving Mr.
Yeltsin and other reform leaders about how to
go about offsetting the threat of Mr.
Zhirinovsky?

President Clinton. Well, 1 think first of all,
perhaps in the last election they learned a good
lesson, which is that the forces of reform need
to find ways to work together and to speak if

not with one voice, at least with a common
message.

I expect there to be some rough spots along
the way. I mean, after all, this is a rather new
experience for them, and theyll have to figure
out exactly how the forces are going to be orga-
nized within the new Parliament, and then
they’ll have to work out their relationship with
the President. But even those of us that have
been at it for 200 years still have difficulties
from time to time. But I'm looking forward to
meeting with a number of those leaders in the
reform effort and getting to know them and
getting some feel for where they are and where
they're going. But I'm still basically quite hope-
ful.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President’s 42d news conference
began at 1:55 p.m. at the U.S. Ambassador’s resi-
dence. The Visegrad leaders spoke in their native
languages, and their remarks were translated by
interpreters.
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President Kravchuk. Ladies and gentlemen,
let me open this news conference and give the
word to the President of the United States, Mr.
Clinton.

President Clinton. Thank you very much. I
have just completed my first meeting with Presi-
dent Kravchuk, and I am delighted that we have
met under such promising and historic cir-
cumstances. I was also delighted to be able to
wish the President a happy 60th birthday on
this auspicious occasion.

President Kravchuk, President Yeltsin, and I
are ready to sign on Friday an agreement com-
mitting Ukraine to eliminate 176 interconti-
nental ballistic missiles and some 1,500 nuclear
warheads targeted at the United States. This
breakthrough will enhance the security of
Ukraine, the United States, Russia, and the en-
tire world.

Ukraine is a nation with a rich heritage, enor-
mous economic potential, and a very important
position in European security. The ties between

our two nations have deep roots. From Amer-
ica’s birth to the present day, Ukrainian immi-
grants have helped to shape my nation’s history.

Our meeting this evening begins a new era
in our relations. The agreement President
Kravchuk and I will sign with President Yeltsin
opens the door to new forms of economic, polit-
ical, and security cooperation. Our meeting to-
night centered on three important issues.

First, we discussed the strategic importance,
for this region and the world, of the nuclear
agreement. I commend President Kravchuk for
his courage and his vision in negotiating this
agreement.

Second, I was able to issue a personal invita-
tion to Ukraine to participate fully in the Part-
nership For Peace launched at this week’s
NATO summit. By providing for specific and
practical cooperation between NATO and
Ukrainian states and their forces, this Partner-
ship can foster an integration of a broader Eu-
rope and increase the security of all nations.
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