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I'm very pleased by the expression of interest
in participating that came from President
Kravchuk and his Government today.

Third, President Kravchuk and I agreed today
to expand and enhance the economic ties be-
tween our nations. This is a difficult time of
transition for Ukraine, but Ukraine is blessed
with abundant natural resources and human tal-
ent. Because so many of its neighbors are mov-
ing toward market economies and democracy
as well, I believe Ukraine’s most promising fu-
ture lies with reform and with integration with
those burgeoning economies.

To assist in the reform effort, I am today
announcing the establishment of an enterprise
fund for Ukraine, as well as Belarus and
Moldova, a fund which will help to capitalize
new small businesses and provide assistance to
existing firms that seek to privatize.

Over the last year, the United States has also
provided $155 million in assistance to Ukraine.
We are prepared to increase our support sub-
stantially as Ukraine moves toward economic re-
form. Under such circumstances, I also believe
the international community would be able to
provide significant support and investment to
Ukraine, and I am prepared to work hard to
see that that support and investment comes to
pass.

To begin this work, we will be pleased to
welcome to Washington later this month a sen-
ior Ukrainian economic delegation. I believe that
Ukraine can play a major role in the future
of Europe, a Europe whose security is not based
on divisions but on the possibility of integration
based on democracy, market economics, and
mutual respect for the existing borders of na-
tions.

I'm looking forward to seeing President
Kravchuk in Moscow on Friday and to wel-
coming him to Washington for an official visit
in March. I want to thank the people of Ukraine
for having me here and treating me so warmly,
if only briefly. And I would like to close by
asking the President permission to come back
and actually see the beautiful city of Kiev at
some other time. I have sampled its wonderful
food, and I'm now ready for the sights.

Thank you very much.

President Kravchuk. Ladies and gentlemen, I
am happy to greet the President of the United
States, Mr. Clinton, and his accompanying per-
sons in Ukraine. I'm sorry that this visit is quite
short, but I hope and I'm confident that Mr.
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President will be able to visit Ukraine once
again, so to say, in a full-scale and will be able
to show him the Ukraine as it is. And I invite
you, Mr. President, to visit Ukraine whenever
it is convenient for you.

This is a short visit, a few hours only, but
to my mind it is worth several days of negotia-
tions if it’s taken into consideration the wide
range of issues which have been discussed. And
we would be glad to inform the world that those
problems were worth its attention.

I think the most urgent problem and the most
important problem for the whole world now is
the problem of nuclear weapons. And we have
approached its solution. And I'm sure that this
day and the forthcoming days open the way
for the world for disarmament and for the elimi-
nation of nuclear weapons. And Ukraine will
be committed to its obligations, and Ukraine
will be the state which will not stand in the
way to disarmament.

A lot of time was devoted to discussing the
bilateral relations between the Ukraine and the
United States. And I'm glad that the President
of the United States and the United States sup-
port our country in this time of our hardships.
And T'm sure that this sort of cooperation and
support is real support of all independent states
which have emerged on the basis of the former
Soviet Union.

I'm sure that the charter for cooperation and
friendship between our states, which is now
being finished up by our experts, will be a new
stage in the development of our relations. For
us, it is very important that there is an under-
standing from the part of the President of the
United States of urgency of the support to
Ukraine in carrying out its economic reform and
support its reforming processes. I am happy that
the President of the United States will support
our country in such international financial struc-
tures as the International Monetary Fund, the
World Bank, European Bank for the Recon-
struction and Development.

We understand that we have to be decisive
in carrying out reforms, and we are ready for
that. And we are happy with the development
of our trade relations and that new prospects
are opening up.

We support the initiative of the United States,
its program which is called the Partnership For
Peace, which we consider to be the universal
formula which enables the participation of all
countries. We understand that this program does



