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not solve all the problems of security, but any-
how, it gives the possibility of all states to par-
ticipate.

I’d like to greet once again Mr. President
here in the Ukraine, and I would like to point
out that in all issues we have discussed we have
found joint, common viewpoints. This meeting
was short, but it was very important and fruitful
and it opened a new stage in the development
of Ukrainian-American relations, which I am
confident will be long-term and reliable.

Thank you for your attention.
If you don’t mind, Mr. President, I’ll have

the office now of the press secretary. [Laughter]
I give the possibility to ask questions of our
guests, American journalists.

Denuclearization Agreement
Q. Wolf Blitzer, of CNN. What exactly must

your Parliament now do to ratify this agree-
ment? And exactly how long will it take for
Ukraine to become a nonnuclear nation?

President Kravchuk. You know, the philoso-
phers say that everything changes in the world,
even you cannot step in the same river twice.
So I hope that our Parliament becomes cleverer
in the course of its life and it sees the reality
of the present days, and it will understand the
essence of these relations and the wish of the
three states. And when they will understand it,
they will support the implementation of these
agreements.

Q. Ukraine sympathizes with you and your
wife, Hillary, but anyhow, there’s a question
here. There is a decision of the Parliament, the
Ukrainian Parliament, on disarmament. Accord-
ing to mass media, you told that there will be
a financial technological assistance. But your
words were that you will render technical assist-
ance. Is that true?

President Clinton. Well, I will attempt to an-
swer the question as I understand it. First of
all, Ukraine is already due some compensation
for the tactical nuclear weapons it has already
dismantled. And I have discussed with the Presi-
dent the quickest way of reaching an agreement
on how much is due and how it can be deliv-
ered.

Secondly, under the so-called Nunn-Lugar
bill, Ukraine is entitled to a substantial amount
of money to help to dismantle the offensive
strategic nuclear weapons, which can be used
for not only dismantling the weapons but for

some of the defense conversion needs of
Ukraine as well.

But over and above that, the United States
is committed to rendering economic assistance
to Ukraine to help start new enterprises, to help
fund privatization, and to help make this painful
transition to a new economy. And we are further
committed to helping convince other nations
and the international financial institutions to
help as well.

Finally, as part of our agreement, of course,
Ukraine will be compensated for the highly en-
riched uranium that is a part of nuclear weap-
ons. And that is a strictly commercial arrange-
ment because that uranium can be turned into
fuel rods for commercial purposes and electric
power plants.

Whitewater Development Corp.
Q. Thank you, and happy birthday, President

Kravchuk. President Clinton, as President of the
United States you do not have the luxury at
home to ignore events overseas, and perhaps
the reverse is true. Former President Carter
was one today who came out and suggested
the time had come for an independent counsel
to take a look at the Morgan Guaranty savings
and loan situation. He and many other Demo-
crats are looking to you for an indication of
whether that’s appropriate. Is it?

President Clinton. I have nothing to say about
that on this trip except that most of them have
been denied the facts that are already in the
public record before they made their comment,
largely as a result of the way this thing has
been discussed. But I have nothing else to say
about that.

President Kravchuk. Thank you for your
greetings, and I’d like to note that there is a
gentleman sitting over here who mentioned the
wife of Mr. President, Hillary. So once again,
I would like to give the words to a woman.
And I hope I’ll receive another portion of greet-
ings.

Denuclearization Agreement
Q. Sometimes there are financial programs,

but they lack implementors. Where’s the guar-
antee that these programs will be implemented?

President Kravchuk. If this is a question to
me, I would answer that the guarantees are in-
side the Ukraine, the way we work, the way
they will have the attitude to us. So these are
the guarantees.


