Jan. 14 / Administration of William |. Clinton, 1994

United States today by agreeing to remove 1,500
nuclear warheads aimed at our Nation. Ukraine
has enhanced the security of Ukraine and Russia
by agreeing to dismantle these warheads, which
means that there is less chance of nuclear acci-
dent, nuclear espionage, nuclear terrorism.

And more important, Ukraine has shown an
understanding that as we move into the next
century, the greatness of nations will be defined
by their ability to work with each other and
to develop the capacities of their people. And
I think you will now see people all over the
world more interested in working with Ukraine
in partnership because of this very brave and
visionary act. So I believe that Ukraine is a
stronger nation today for having done this. And
I think almost everyone else in the world will
believe the same thing.

Q. President Clinton, we've been told by one
of your aides that the timetable for this agree-
ment is going to remain secret. Is that in fact
the case? Are you going to at least tell us when
dismantlement of the first nuclear warhead in
Ukraine will take place?

President Clinton. We have reached an agree-
ment on which details will be made public and
which will not, and today all the things that
can be made public will be made public. We've
been working so hard on this, I want to be
very careful about it.

Let me tell you that I am completely com-
fortable with the agreements that we have made
and with the understandings between both Rus-
sia and Ukraine about how it will be handled.
I think it's a very good thing for the world
and a very good thing for the United States.

Q. What does Ukraine receive from giving
the warheads and missiles deployed in its terri-
tory?

President Leonid Kravchuk of Ukraine. From
the political point of view, we get a greater
security for having signed the documents with
the Presidents. Both Presidents and the coun-
tries confirm this higher change of security. And
the second point, the Ukraine confirms its policy
which was proclaimed earlier, thus indicating the
continual character of its policy. And the third,
Ukraine receives compensation for nuclear
weapons. And the fourth, Ukraine enters into
normal relations with other states, and this is
the primary thing for great security. I say it
like that: if Ukraine is in friendly relations, fur-
ther ties with Russia and the United States, it
will be secure.

NoTE: The exchange began at 8:55 a.m. in St.
Catherine Hall at the Kremlin. President Yeltsin
and President Kravchuk spoke in their native lan-
guages, and their remarks were translated by an
interpreter. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.
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President Yeltsin. Ladies and gentlemen, I'll
tell you the main thing now. The first official
visit paid by the President of the United States
of America Clinton to Russia has been very
fruitful. It couldn’t have been otherwise because
we know one another only too well and we
needed a great job to do and two great hopes
were placed on us by our nations.

This visit is based on today’s realities, and
at the same time, it projected itself into the
future as regards the difficult past. We and the
President of the United States wrapped it up
solidly back in Vancouver. Work in Moscow was
very intense to obtain great results. The con-
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crete agreements made are crucial to Russia and
the United States and to the entire world.

The talks were held at a history-making time
for both countries. Old habits and stereotypes
fade away. We are searching for new things
in Russia and in America. I must say that we're
in the thick of the Russian-American joint revo-
lution.

During the free democratic elections, the
Russians approved the new constitution, and for
the first time, with no coercion, they elected
their own Parliament. I don’t agree with those
who believe that the first pancake did not turn
out right. If you take a better look at individual



