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I provided very detailed information to Presi-
dent Clinton about the integration of processes
that go on in the former Soviet Union, including
our latest meetings, summit meetings within the
framework of the CIS. You shouldn’t be fearful
of some neoimperial ambitions. Russia is only
interested in stability, and it takes very honest
mediation efforts to extinguish the hotbeds of
conflicts along its new borders.

We are ready to expand our cooperation and
coordinate our action with the United Nations,
CSCE, and the entire international community.
It is too bad that the international community
has yet to show great enthusiasm. It responds
but frugally to our concrete proposals con-
cerning either Abkhazia or Nagorno-Karabakh
or Tajikistan. I believe that we will have a great-
er understanding with the United States of this
very crucial issue.

I raised the issue of human rights violations
and national minorities, especially in the Baltics.
No double standards should be allowed here,
whether it happens in Haiti or in the Baltics.
As a result, we adopted a very forceful declara-
tion on securing human rights. And the Presi-
dent confirmed that he will take appropriate
steps in making contact with the Baltics so that
no more discrimination would be allowed there
against the Russian-speaking population there.

I don’t want to be too optimistic now. This
does not reflect the nature of our sincere and
businesslike conversations. We’ve had dif-
ferences, and we’ll continue to have some dif-
ferences in the future. But what is crucial here
is looking for an understanding that will turn
into a specific policy.

This is our flight plan for the Russian-Amer-
ican partnership that will substitute the flight
plan for strategic missiles that would not be
targeted against one another.

Thank you very much.
Now, Mr. Clinton.
President Clinton. Thank you very much.
Nine months ago President Yeltsin and I met

in Vancouver, and there we laid the foundation
for a new partnership between the United States
and Russia, a partnership based on mutual re-
spect. We have just concluded an excellent and
very productive summit meeting in which we
took important steps to strengthen that partner-
ship. I want to thank President Yeltsin and his
entire team for hosting us and for making these
days so productive.

Throughout our discussions, I reaffirmed the
strong support of the United States for Russia’s
commitment to democracy and transition to a
market economy. I informed President Yeltsin
that the United States is committed to specific
projects, 100 percent of the $1.6 billion of assist-
ance that I announced in Vancouver, and that
we have actually expended about 70 percent
of the funds. The President and I also discussed
the additional $2.5 billion in assistance for Rus-
sia and the other newly independent states that
my administration proposed in Tokyo in April
and which Congress fully funded this Sep-
tember.

The President gave me strong assurances of
his intention to continue the reform process.
He and I discussed a number of ways in which
the United States and the international commu-
nity can assist in the promotion of reform and
at the same time assist Russia in cushioning
the social hardships which reform has brought
to many Russians.

As a concrete expression of our commitment
to reform, the United States is opening the
doors this week to the Russian Small Enterprise
Fund and has established a new fund for large
enterprises to promote private-sector develop-
ment here. That latter fund will be chaired by
the former Secretary of the Treasury, Michael
Blumenthal.

We also signed a contract to purchase $12
billion of highly enriched uranium over the next
20 years. And I have asked the Secretary of
Commerce, Ron Brown, to lead a very high
level Presidential trade mission to Russia in
March, including leading CEO’s who would be
in a position to promote both trade and invest-
ment here.

We issued today also a joint statement on
human rights in which we express our common
resolve to combat discrimination and all forms
of intolerance including anti-Semitism. Today I
also had an opportunity to describe further the
results of the successful NATO summit this
week. And President Yeltsin assured me, as you
just heard, of Russia’s intention to be a full
and active participant in the Partnership For
Peace.

We took several historic steps to ensure that
the fear of nuclear confrontation will remain
a relic of the past. As you know, Presidents
Yeltsin and Kravchuk and I signed an agreement
that commits Ukraine to eliminate over 1,500
nuclear warheads. All the most modern and


