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deadly missiles in Ukraine, the SS-24’s, will
have their warheads removed within 10 months.
Second, President Yeltsin and I agreed that as
of May 30th, the nuclear missiles of Russia and
the United States will no longer be targeted
against any country. And third, we signed an
agreement to work closely together in regions
where proliferation risks are greatest, including
the Korean Peninsula and the Middle East.

We also agreed that the sovereignty and inde-
pendence of Russia’s neighbors must be re-
spected. In that respect, I expressed my strong
hope that Russia’s negotiations with Estonia and
Latvia will lead to the withdrawal of troops in
early 1994. And I did agree, as President Yeltsin
said, to press strongly the proposition that the
Russian-speaking people in those republics must
be respected.

Let me close by noting that President Yeltsin
and I have agreed to meet in Naples at the
G-7 summit in July, and I am pleased that
he has accepted my invitation to make a state
visit to the United States this fall. I look forward
to those meetings.

I came to Europe with the hope of beginning
to build a new security rooted in common com-
mitments to democracy and free economics and
mutual respect for security and territorial bor-
ders. I came with a dream that at the end of
the cold war we might all be able to work to-
gether to have a Europe that is integrated, po-
litically, economically, and in terms of security;
a Europe that, for the first time since the estab-
lishment of nation states, would not be divided
by present conflict or lingering animosities.

I now believe we have a better chance to
create that kind of new security, a security in
which great nations will be able to treat each
other as genuine partners, chart their own fu-
tures without being dictated to by others, a fu-
ture in which I believe greatness will be defined
fundamentally by our capacity to enable the men
and women and the children who live within
our borders to live up to the fullest of their
capacities.

I thank President Yeltsin for his partnership
in that endeavor, and I assure you we will con-
tinue to work as hard as we can toward that
common vision.

President Yeltsin. Thank you, Mr. President.

Due to the protocol, we have very restricted
opportunities to take questions.

Russian Reform

Q. Good afternoon. You have mentioned fre-
quently that you would consider the outcome
of the election campaign that happened on De-
cember 12th in your domestic policies. Do you
intend to correct your foreign policy, and in
particular your policy toward the relations with
the United States?

President Yeltsin. 1 believe that we have very
stable and steady relations with the United
States that are well checked and based on part-
nership. But of course, some adjustments will
be made, especially with respect to the social
sphere. We believe that in contrast with the
Vancouver meeting, we will not count on hu-
manitarian aid and direct social aid. This is our
business to attend to.

We are requesting the U.S. side to open the
doors of the American market, to have the re-
strictions lifted to help us with our debts, to
show support for our reform in terms of conver-
sion of our defense-related industries, and so
on. We dont need direct social aid because
such aid is also needed by the United States
people, by the American people. It wouldn’t be
serious. You want to relieve the pressure of un-
employment in Russia without creating jobs for
your own Americans back in your country. We
believe this is our business to attend to. And
out of the forms of support, the rescheduling
of the debts, structural changes in our national
economy, we will look for social guarantees for
our own workers, so that we would reduce im-
poverishment or the poverty level that exists
today in this country.

Q. Do you mean that you are going to retreat
a bit from shock therapy and go a little slower
in order to improve the lives of—l[inaudible]?

President Yeltsin. No. In terms of reform, we
will take resolute action and will continue to
press ahead. And in this regard, the U.S. Presi-
dent is in agreement to support such a policy.

President Clinton. If T could respond briefly
to both of the last two questions, from my per-
spective. I commend President Yeltsin for his
commitment to continuing the path of economic
reform. If you look at 1993 as compared with
1992, if you look at how much the deficit was
reduced as a percentage of annual income, if
you look at how much inflation was brought
down, if you look at how much the stabilization
of the currency was improved, I think that the
continued work toward hooking the Russian
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