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the institutions that can cushion the effects. The
recent elections have shown that only 15 percent
of the people elected support that policy. How
can that be sustained politically given the oppo-
sition youre going to face in the Parliament?

And President Clinton, without direct aid,
what really can the international institutions do
to make this more viable for President Yeltsin?

President Yelisin. Firstly, I disagree with your
statistics—15 percent of the Russians support
the reforms. This is not the case. This is untrue.
You should take a look at the results of the
voting for the constitution. The constitution is
support for the reforms. I'm not talking about
individual people or voting for individual parties
or blocs of parties. They voted for the constitu-
tion that will decide the future of Russia and
the future of Russia reforms. This is where the
Russians made their choice. And they number
about 60 percent, 60.

Now, with respect to support from inter-
national institutions, we discussed this topic. In-
cidentally, we've discussed about 30 issues, or
even more than that, both domestic Russian
issues and domestic U.S. issues, bilateral rela-
tions, international relations, and so on and so
forth, security issues. There was a large host
of such issues that were discussed.

I believe that the fact that we approved the
Tokyo package and the fact that that is too
bad that the Group of Seven is not very happy
or is very slow in implementing that decision,
that is bad. Bill Clinton kept his promise he
made in Vancouver. The first package worth
$1.6 billion was paid; the second package, worth
about the same amount of money, to be ap-
proved by the Congress in 1994 and 1995, will
be paid. And as regards Group of Seven com-
mitments, or the big seven commitments, I
think the case is much more difficult here. The
decision was made, but theyre very slow in im-
plementing that decision. And that saddens my
friend, Bill Clinton.

President Clinton. Let me respond to your
question, because I think it’s important to talk
about what we are doing here. First of all, get-
ting the deal on uranium is a big thing. That
guarantees a steady stream of commercial—it’s
a business deal, but it will guarantee some
money flowing in here every year for a long
time.

Now, in addition to that, I have asked in
my ‘95 budget for $900 million in aid. And
if you take that plus the $2.5 billion in this

second package for the entire republics of the
former Soviet Union, but most of it will come
here to Russia, there will be more than $1 bil-
lion in aid in each of the next 2 years.

In addition to that, we have reached agree-
ment with the G-7 countries to do a number
of other things which I think will help a lot.
We are opening an office here headed by an
American—that’s a G-7 office—to make sure
that all of the commitments are followed
through on. And it’s open now this week. We
are going to work with trying to get funds, which
I'm confident we can, to Russia’s energy cus-
tomers so that they can pay their bills for the
energy that Russia is providing them. That’s a
business deal, but it will give them a significant
amount of money.

We have offered technical assistance, which
is all President Yeltsin has asked for, in trying
to help work through these social services
issues—how do you set up the training programs
and other support programs to cushion the dis-
location? We are beginning this week again
under the leadership of Jerry Corrigan to fund
the Small Business Development Fund, and
we're setting up this large business fund.

Let me say one final thing. The willingness
of President Yeltsin to continue on the path
of economic reform, I think, will be met posi-
tively by the international financial institutions
in a reasonable way. And I think that that can
free up billions of dollars of assistance in the
next several months for continued reinvestment.
And again, when Ron Brown comes here in
March, I think you will see a significant increase
in trade and investment from the United States.

So we are going to be heavily involved in
this in ways that I believe will begin to affect
the ordinary Russian people in a positive way.
The problem is that there’s always a time lag
between taking these tough decisions and when
somebody can feel it in their own lives. And
that'’s what I was trying to communicate when
I was walking the street yesterday here in Mos-
cow, shaking hands with people and talking to
them and listening to them. We have to, all
of us who care very much about the greatness
and the potential of this country and who want
a genuine partnership, have to be sensitive to
that. But I believe that these initiatives will
begin to be felt in the lives of average Russian
working people. And I think they will, in the
aggregate, they will be quite significant over the
next couple of years.
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