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not admitting one country by one to NATO,
but rather to declare them Partners For Peace
and security, provides a very good formula. Be-
cause we need to draw up one more line here
because if you divide us in the black and the
white, it is no good.

On the other hand, the time will come when
Russia will be integrated and all the others will
be integrated, but they will be integrated with
one another in just one package, as they say.
And this will bring security to everybody. But
if you sort of dismember us, I mean, accepting
us or admitting us one by one is no good. I’m
against that—opposed. That is why I support
the initiative shown by the U.S. President with
respect to the Partnership For Peace.

President Clinton. The whole idea behind the
Partnership For Peace was to develop a post-
cold-war mechanism in which countries that
shared the same commitments, in this case, the
commitment to respect the territorial borders
of their neighbors, a commitment to civilian con-
trol over the military, a commitment to joint
planning and training and military exercises, that
these countries could work together and could
work toward eventual NATO membership if
they wish it and if that is the direction that
seems best for security in the post-cold-war
world. That is, the NATO membership plainly
contemplated an expansion.

But this Partnership For Peace is a real thing
now. It is real now. We invited all the republics
of the former Soviet Union, all the Warsaw Pact
nations, and the other non-NATO members of
Europe to be part of the Partnership For Peace.
All were invited. All were told that this can
also lead to eventual membership in NATO, but
that our objective is to create an undivided and
united Europe, united around political freedom,
economic freedom, military cooperation, and re-
spect for one another’s borders, for the first
time in the history of the nation state. It has
never happened before.

So the short answer to your question is yes,
this could happen. And I think we share that
vision. And I think that we have a particular
responsibility, the two of us, to try to work to-
ward that vision.

Press Secretary Myers. This will be the last
question.

Bosnia
Q. President Clinton, did you discuss the sub-

ject of Bosnia? What was the nature of your
discussions? And does President Yeltsin agree

with the intention expressed at the NATO meet-
ings of launching air strikes if the situation does
not improve in Sarajevo, or in all of Bosnia,
really?

President Clinton. First of all, since I asked
the NATO people, my colleagues in NATO, to
debate this issue with great precision, let me
try to characterize with great precision what it
is they voted to do.

They voted to reaffirm the position that air
strikes should be considered if Sarajevo is
shelled to the point of, in effect, being threat-
ened or strangled so that the U.N. mission could
not proceed. That is, the United Nations mission
in Bosnia cannot succeed unless Sarajevo is
there as a place where there are hospitals, a
place where we can get humanitarian aid, and
where we can get medicine and things like that
in and out of. They voted to ask the military
commanders to examine whether or not any-
thing could be done with air power or any other
military resources to guarantee the transfer of
troops, the exchange of troops in Srebrenica,
and the opening of the air strip at Tuzla, again,
for humanitarian purposes.

I want to emphasize that because there is
a lot of confusion here. None of the things in
the NATO resolution are designed necessarily
to bring a peace agreement to Bosnia. They
are all designed to further the United Nations
mission in Bosnia, which is to try to keep as
many people alive as possible until the parties
will make peace.

I think I should let President Yeltsin speak
for himself on what he thinks of what NATO
did on Bosnia. We’ve all had our differences
over Bosnia, and everybody’s got a different idea
about it. What we did talk about last night was
whether there was anything else either of us
could do or whether there was anything we
could do together to try to bring the conflict
to an end. I mean, that’s what we want. We
want those people to stop killing each other
and make a reasonable peace in which they can
all live and start raising their children and going
back to a normal life again.

We reached no conclusive results, but we had
a pretty honest conversation, and a few things
were said that I think we might be able to
follow up on. Anything I were to say—excuse
me—anything I might say with greater speci-
ficity would probably only confuse things and
raise false hopes. This is a real thicket. But
we had


