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by whether they can dictate to millions and mil-
lions of people within and beyond their borders
but instead by whether they can provide their
citizens, without regard to their race or their
gender, the opportunity to live up to the fullest
of their ability, to take full advantage of the
incredible things that are in the world of today
and tomorrow.

Therefore, if we are to realize the greatness
of Russia in the 21st century, I believe your
nation must be strong democratically and eco-
nomically. And in this increasingly inter-
connected world, you must be able to get along
together and to get along with and trade with
your neighbors close at hand and all around
the globe. To do that, I think we will have
to write an entirely new future for all of Europe,
a future in which security is based not on old
divisions but on the new integration of nations
by means of their shared commitment to democ-
racy, to open economies, and to peaceful mili-
tary cooperation.

I come here as a friend and supporter of
the democratic changes going on in this nation.
I hope that my Nation and I can make a positive
contribution in the spirit of genuine and equal
partnership, not simply to these large changes
but a positive contribution to the everyday lives
of ordinary citizens of this great nation.

In the end, you will have to decide your own
future. I do not presume to do that. Your future
is still yours to make, yours to write, yours to
shape. But I do come to say that my Nation
and its President want very much to be your
equal partners and genuine friends.

If I were in your place listening to this
speech, I might ask myself, ‘‘Why is this guy
saying this? What is on his mind? Why is he
really eager to work with us?’’ First of all, I
identify with and even sympathize with the dif-
ficulty of the changes you face. I ran for Presi-
dent of the United States in 1992 because I
was convinced that my Nation had to make
some very hard choices and some tough changes
in order to keep the dream that had inspired
Americans for 200 years alive, in order to keep
the hopes of our working people alive in a fierce
and difficult and ever-changing new global econ-
omy. So I understand that. I have devoted my-
self at home to making those changes, and I
know the changes are difficult, even in an envi-
ronment in which they are easier than the ones
you face. So I come here in genuine sympathy
and understanding.

Secondly, I am interested in supporting these
changes because my Nation stood for so long
against a Communist system, against its lack of
freedom, against its excessive dictates, against
its imperial impulses, and I could not bear to
think that a majority of your people would ever
be sorry to have given it up.

I come here because I believe that together
we can write a new future for Europe and help
the entire world to have a more peaceful and
prosperous future. And frankly, I come here be-
cause I believe your success is clearly in the
best interests of the United States and of ordi-
nary American citizens. For it is in our interest
to be able to spend less on defense and to
invest more in our own people, in the education
and health and welfare and technology that will
help to carry us into a better time in the 21st
century. It is in our interest to curb the spread
of weapons of mass destruction and to cooperate
with you in reducing threats to peace all around
the world. It is in our interest to develop new
trade ties and new customers. And each of these
developments is more likely if we have a gen-
uine, equal partnership with a strong and free
Russia.

I believe how you define your future will be
determined in large measure by how you decide
to respond as a people to the three great chal-
lenges facing you. First, will you continue to
work for a genuine market economy, or will
you slow down or turn back? Second, will you
continue to strengthen and deepen your com-
mitment to democracy, or will you allow it to
be restricted? And third, how will you define
your role in the world as a great power? Will
you define it in yesterday’s terms or tomorrow’s?

Let me begin with a challenge that clearly
most affects the daily lives of the people of
this nation, the economic one. I know that your
transition to a market economy has been hard,
painful, even emotionally disorienting to millions
of people. But if the change seems costly, con-
sider the price of standing still or trying to go
back. A rigid, state-run economy simply does
not work in the modern world.

To be sure, the system you had produced
a very literate society, made some of you the
best educated people in the world, developed
a high-tech base and developed a strong indus-
trial base tied quite closely to your military
might. But it is inadequate to a dramatically
changing, highly competitive, increasingly flexi-
ble global economy in which all decisions simply


