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ready, and perhaps my chance will come.’’ I
say that to you.

And one thing we do have in common that
I have always admired about your country is
many of the leaders of your country, like me,
have come from basically quite humble cir-
cumstances, have been working people. And
that’s a great thing for a nation, to make it
possible to cast the net for talent very wide
so that anybody has a chance to rise to the
top if he or she has the ability and the good
fortune to do so. So good luck to you.

Q. Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, I have two questions for

you today. You stated that you have your idea
of what democracy is, and that is quite natural.
It has three component parts, but don’t you
feel that in England there is a completely dif-
ferent democracy, as there is in France? When
you do visits around the world and say this
sort of democracy is the very best model—in
other words, say, ‘‘Okay, Russians, follow us,
follow our model’’—I think this isn’t quite cor-
rect. I have another question for you, if I can
ask this one?

The President. May I answer that one first?
Let me answer this one first.

I perfectly agree with that. I think you could
have a system, a democratic system like the
British, like the French, like the Italians, like—
you name it, but they all have certain things
in common. They all have opportunities for the
people to vote and a system for them to have
elected representatives who themselves get to
vote on which laws govern the people and some
system for the protection of individual rights
and the rights of minority groups. But how you
do that is perfectly up to you. There are many
different ways you can do it. Yes, the British
system is different from the French system, and
both of them are different from our system.

Interestingly enough, your system is different
from ours, too. You elect one President and
then a Parliament, but the upper chamber of
your Parliament has more control over the lower
chamber than ours does, and your President,
on paper at least, has more power than I do.
I sort of like your system. [Laughter]

No, they should be different. I agree with
that.

Q. I have a second question then. During
your election campaign you demonstrated how
you can play the sax. I wonder if you will dem-
onstrate that for us here today?

The President. No. I played for President
Yeltsin last night. I have a quota, one saxophone
play per country. [Laughter] I didn’t bring the
horn today, but I thank you for asking.

Q. Mr. President, just imagine the situation:
You don’t have an opportunity to speak to this
pretty large audience. You don’t have the oppor-
tunity to pop into the bakery, buy some bread
and chat with some people on the street. You
just have an opportunity to choose one person,
one Russian person, and talk only to him. From
what social layer would you choose this person?
Would it be, I don’t know, an economist, entre-
preneur, student, businessman, politician?

The President. If I could only speak to one
person, I would speak to the wisest person I
could find in a medium-sized city in Russia that
was having a difficult time with these economic
changes. I would talk to someone who, regard-
less of what economic strata they were from,
he or she was from, had a lot of friends from
all walks of life and could tell me how they
were viewing what is going on now. I would
pick someone from a sort of medium- to small-
sized town because they would be more likely
to know all different kinds of people.

Red Square, we need to take one question
from Red Square. Red Square, can you hear
me? I’ve gone over my time already 10 minutes.

Q. I am here in Red Square. The people
who are here would like to ask one question.
Mr. President, we’re getting an impression that
you’re supporting not so much the reforms in
Russia but the personality of President Yeltsin.
What’s this connected to?

The President. Well, I already answered that
question once, or I tried to, but I will answer
it again. Until you had your last election and
you adopted a new constitution and you elected
a new Parliament from people with—lots of peo-
ple from different parties, President Yeltsin was
the only person who had actually been elected
by all the people of Russia in a full and free
election. Now, you have three sources of demo-
cratic legitimacy, if you will. You have the Par-
liament, the President, and the constitution. We
have no interest in picking favorites or defining
Russian democracy in terms of anyone. So you
have done that, and you must do that.

The second thing I would say, however, is
that no country can have more than one Presi-
dent at a time. Every nation needs someone
who’s the leader, who then works with the lead-
ers of other nations. And I’m the President of


