
74

Jan. 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994

right and underscore its importance for a free
and open society.

The United States reaffirms its support for
democratic reforms in Russia. Among these re-
forms are the establishment of an independent
judiciary as a fundamental part of a state based
on the rule of law, the strengthening of other
foundations of a civil society and full realization
of personal rights and liberties. The Presidents

agree that the continued success of the demo-
cratic transformation in Russia is of great impor-
tance for the promotion of the principles of
democracy and human rights all over the world
and for the maintenance of international stability
and security.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this communique.

Moscow Declaration
January 14, 1994

President of the United States William J.
Clinton and President of the Russian Federation
Boris Yeltsin, having met together in Moscow
from January 12–15, 1994, reaffirmed the funda-
mental importance of U.S.-Russian cooperation
based upon the Charter of American-Russian
Partnership and Friendship, the Vancouver Dec-
laration, and existing treaties and agreements.
They noted with satisfaction that the relationship
between the United States and Russia has en-
tered a new stage of mature strategic partner-
ship based on equality, mutual advantage, and
recognition of each other’s national interests.
From this perspective, they reviewed the full
range of bilateral and international issues.

The two Presidents had an extensive discus-
sion of security issues, including arms reduction
and nonproliferation. Both parties expressed
concern over increasing challenges to global
nonproliferation regimes. They agreed upon the
need to strengthen those regimes and to create,
together with other interested states, a new
mechanism to enhance transparency and respon-
sibility in the transfer of conventional arms and
sensitive dual-use technologies. They also strong-
ly supported completion of negotiations on a
comprehensive test ban at the earliest possible
time. The two Presidents reiterated their sup-
port for a cutoff of production of fissile materials
for weapons and considered new measures to
strengthen strategic stability.

Based on ongoing discussions of strategic dis-
engagement measures between the ministries of
defense of the two countries, the Presidents an-
nounced that they would direct the detargeting
of strategic nuclear missiles under their respec-
tive commands so that by not later than May

30, 1994, those missiles will not be targeted.
Thus, for the first time in nearly half a cen-
tury—virtually since the dawn of the nuclear
age—the United States and Russia will not oper-
ate nuclear forces, day-to-day, in a manner that
presumes they are adversaries.

President Clinton and President Yeltsin ex-
pressed satisfaction with the accelerating devel-
opment of a wide range of economic, scientific
and technological relationships between the
United States and Russia. They also reaffirmed
their strong support for the rapid growth of
bilateral trade and investment as a special pri-
ority. In their view, the Gore-Chernomyrdin
Commission has become a dynamic and effec-
tive mechanism for coordination and expansion
of U.S.-Russian cooperation. A key expression
of this relationship is U.S.-Russian joint coopera-
tion in space, especially their partnership, with
other interested parties, in the construction of
a space station.

The two Presidents reaffirmed their readiness
to move forward on the path of openness and
mutual trust in American-Russian relations and
to create favorable conditions for the com-
prehensive development of political, commercial,
humanitarian, and people-to-people contacts be-
tween the two countries. In this connection, a
mutual interest in enlarging the consular pres-
ence on each other’s territory was expressed.
In particular, the American side intends to open
a Consulate General in Yekaterinburg in Feb-
ruary 1994.

With the approval by the U.S. Congress of
NAFTA and the successful completion of the
Uruguay Round of global trade negotiations,
President Clinton and President Yeltsin wel-


