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Thank you. Mr. McEntee, Mr. Sombrotto,
Mr. Rivera, Congressman Torricelli, Congress-
man Klein, Congressman Menendez, to all those
who entertained us and all those who have come
here, even those who have come here who dis-
agree with us—I have a few questions I want
to ask them in a minute.

You know, I hear a lot of talk today about
what constitutes real patriotism, what constitutes
being a real American, characterizations of what
we’re trying to do with health care. I think
Carolyn is a real American, and what is their
answer to her? Just before I came over here
I met the Agneses. He’s a barber. He told me
how much his health care had gone up and
that his business might go down. What is the
chanters’ answer to him? Just before I came
over here I met a woman named Jean McCabe,
whose health insurance premiums got almost up
to $10,000. And she wrote us a letter and said,
‘‘Am I going to have to move to Canada or
Germany or someplace where I can find some-
body who will treat me like a decent citizen?’’
What is their answer to her? I met Michael
and Joanne Britt. He’s a truck driver; she’s been
sick. Their insurance cost them so much, they
were living in a house trailer, and they thought
they would never be able to buy a home, never
set aside any money for retirement because they
couldn’t afford their health care, in this, a coun-
try that’s supposed to be a middle class country
that rewards work and family and faith and play-
ing by the rules. What is their answer to her?

I ran for President, my fellow Americans, for
some pretty basic reasons. I thought this country
was going in the wrong direction. I thought we
were in danger of losing the American dream
as we went to the 21st century. And I thought
we could do something about it. And all the
yellers and shouters in the world will not change
the basic facts. When I became President, the
deficit was going up; now it’s going down. The
economy was going down, and now it’s going
up.

Years and years and years, politicians in Wash-
ington just talked about things, and now we
are doing things. It took 7 years and two vetoes
to pass the family leave law to give hard-working
middle class people the guarantee that if they
had to take a little time off, they wouldn’t lose
their jobs if it was for their children or their
parents. It took 7 years to pass the Brady bill,
but now it’s keeping people alive by checking
the backgrounds of people before they get guns.

I heard all that talk about our economic pro-
gram. Many of the same people last year were
saying, ‘‘You pass the President’s economic pro-
gram, it’s nothing but a big tax increase; it will
collapse the economy.’’ Well, here’s what it did.

It had $255 billion in spending cuts. It had
tax cuts for 15 million working Americans to
keep them at work and off of welfare, including
350,000 New Jersey families. It asked the
wealthiest 11⁄2 percent to pay a tax increase,
and it reduced the Federal Government—I hear
all the time the other side saying we hate big
Government. Well, we Democrats passed a
budget that will give you the smallest Federal
Government since John Kennedy was President,
three years of deficit reduction for the first time
since Harry Truman was President, and pro-
duced 3.8 million new jobs and a 11⁄2 percent
unemployment rate drop and the largest number
of new businesses formed in any year since
World War II. That is what we say to the
naysayers, a Government that works for ordinary
Americans again.

For 6 years I heard them talking about crime
in Washington and how tough they were on
crime, except nothing ever happened. But last
week, after 6 years and this problem plaguing
American families, what happened? The Con-
gress decided to send for a final vote the tough-
est, smartest crime bill in the history of the
country: a 20-percent increase in the number
of police officers, 100,000 more in the United
States; ‘‘three strikes and you’re out’’; an assault
weapons ban like you had here in New Jersey
that you had to fight like crazy to keep; a bill
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