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some days when I still ask myself that. [Laugh-
ter] That’s a very good question.

Well, when I started running for President
and I started having the elections, you know,
to run—because you have to go and run in
a lot of different States to get the nomination
of your party, and then you run in the general
election—there were a lot of times when I got
discouraged, and a lot of difficult things hap-
pened.

But I was able to hold on to the goal by
always remembering why I wanted to be Presi-
dent, that I wanted to help people like you
have a better future. I wanted to help your
parents have more jobs and better opportunities.
I wanted to help our country solve its problems
and take advantage of all the wonderful opportu-
nities that are out there for us. So whenever
I would get really discouraged and really down,
I would always remember why I was doing the
work.

And you should remember that, because if
you set a goal for yourself, particularly if it’s
a high goal and especially if you can’t do it
tomorrow, if it takes next week or next month
or next year or years ahead, a lot of things
will happen in life to discourage you. People
will criticize you. You will honestly make mis-
takes. There will be times when you wonder
whether you’re smart enough or strong enough
or sometimes even whether you’re good enough
to achieve your goal. And you just have to keep
remembering in your mind and in your heart
a good thing you want to do—why do you want
to achieve this goal?—and keep that deep inside.
And if you do that, then you won’t be discour-
aged. You can take all the disappointments and
just keep right on going.

Okay? That’s a very good question.
Is there a third-grader with a question? Go

ahead.
Q. What made you want to become the Presi-

dent?
The President. I wanted to become the Presi-

dent because I thought the President has a
unique opportunity. There’s no job like it in
the United States. In a way, there’s no job like
it anywhere in the world. And I thought at this
time in our history, in the history of the United
States, the President had a unique opportunity
and a unique responsibility to try to make our
economy strong again, to try to improve our
education system, to try to make sure our coun-
try could lead the world to be a more peaceful

place, to be a more free place, to be a more
prosperous place, and to also secure for you
the American dream, the dream that if you work
hard, if you obey the law, if you develop the
abilities God gave you, you can do anything
you want to do, you can be anything you want
to be.

And I wanted to make sure that you had
that dream. That’s the dream I had when I
was your age, and I wanted to make sure you
had it. That’s why I ran for President.

Hillary Clinton. And we hope all of you have
dreams and goals, too.

The President. You don’t have to have the
same dream I did or the same dream Hillary
did, but you should have your own dream. Al-
ways you should be thinking about: What do
I want to do when I grow up? What do I want
to do when I’m in high school? What do I
want to do in grade school here? How do I
want to be treated as a person, and how do
I want to treat other people?

Think about how you want your life to be,
and then go out and do what you think about.
You can do it. It’s not easy, and you’ll mess
up now and again. We all do. Everybody’s not
perfect; no one is perfect. But you have to have
your dreams.

Is there a second-grader with a question? Go
ahead.

Q. Why is the White House in Washington,
DC? Why did they build it in Washington, DC?

The President. That is a great question: Why
is the White House in Washington, DC? Well,
when our country got started, there were 13
States. Now how many are there?

Students. Fifty.
The President. Fifty, that’s right. There were

only 13 when we started. And these States were
very jealous of one another. That is, the main
thing they had in common, the 13 States, was
that they all wanted to be independent of Great
Britain. And the Revolutionary War was fought
to make them free of Great Britain, and they
all joined together in this fight. But for a long
time they couldn’t agree on what their relation-
ship to each other would be. That is, would
all these States be more or less independent
and just get together every now and then to
do certain things, or would they join together
in one country with one government?

Well, finally they decided they would join to-
gether in one country, with a National Govern-
ment, but the States would keep their separate
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