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Hillary Clinton. And a wonderful year, too.
The President. Bye. I’ll see you later.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:53 a.m. in the
Hillary Rodham Clinton Media Center of William
Jefferson Clinton Elementary Magnet School.

Remarks at the Dedication of William Jefferson Clinton Elementary
Magnet School in Sherwood
January 4, 1995

Thank you very much. First of all, I want
to thank Mario. He gave a pretty good speech,
didn’t he? I mean—[applause]—give him a
hand. He looked fine. He spoke with confidence
and strength. And he was brief. He’s going to
win a lot more elections if he keeps doing that.
[Laughter]

Jackye Parker, thank you for making Hillary
and me and all of us feel so welcome today.
Reedie Ray, thank you for your leadership on
the school board and for your comments. To
my old friend Bobby Lester, thank you for your
heartfelt remarks and for your lifetime of devo-
tion to the children of our State. To the teachers
and the parents, the district officials, all of you
who are here; to the mayors of Little Rock
and North Little Rock, of Jacksonville and Sher-
wood; to the county officials, I’d like to say
a special word of welcome and thanks for their
attendance. To Governor and Mrs. Tucker,
thank you for being here and for your leadership
of our State. I thank my dear stepfather, Dick
Kelley, for coming here today. I am glad to
have him and the Clinton connection here. And
I thank my pastor, Reverend Rex Horn, for
coming. Thank you for being here, and many
others I probably should introduce.

I just was in the media center named for
Hillary, and we met with a representative group
of students who asked us questions, everything
from whether Socks really sleeps in the White
House to how I handle criticism. So if I forgot
to introduce someone, we’ll see how I handle
criticism when this is over. [Laughter]

This is a wonderful way for us to start the
new year. I’ve had a great stay at home, and
this is a great way for me to leave Arkansas
to go back to begin work with the new Congress
and facing our new future.

You know, I was apprehensive when I heard
that you were going to name this school after
me. Most people don’t have a school named

after them until they’re not around anymore.
[Laughter] And here I am, apparently healthy
and able to enjoy it and very, very happy about
it and proud of it. I’m proud of it because
so much of my work as Governor of this State
and so much of my work as President of our
country is tied to education and to the absolute
necessity for all of our people to be able to
learn and learn and learn.

I thank you for making this dedication a fam-
ily affair, for naming the multipurpose room for
my mother, and especially for naming the library
and media center for Hillary, because as Mr.
Lester especially knows, she worked very, very
hard to take all the districts in our county here
out of court and put them back in the business
of teaching our children and to help create these
magnet schools which could be a magnet for
the imagination and the potential of all the chil-
dren of this area without regard to their race
or their background or their family cir-
cumstances.

I thank you for your mission, which is a real
picture of America’s future, core knowledge,
technology with a special emphasis on commu-
nications. If you think about it, we all need
more core knowledge in a society where success
is based on what you know and not just how
hard you work. We all need to master tech-
nology because our society is changing so fast.
When these children are our age, they will be
dealing with things in technology that we cannot
even imagine now.

And we all need to learn how to communicate
with one another better, because while we want
to be independent, we know that we are de-
pendent on one another for our common suc-
cess. And unless we can understand each other
and communicate our deepest feelings and val-
ues and convictions, we won’t be successful.

You know, when I was a Governor here, I
had a very clear sense that Arkansas needed
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