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to work on two things above all others. One
is to create more jobs and to be more competi-
tive in getting jobs into this State. The other
was to provide for the education of our children
and the training of our adults so that we could
compete and win in this tough global economy.
It took a long time to do it. I am very proud
of the work that Governor Tucker and the oth-
ers at our State level and all the folks at the
local are still doing in that regard.

The day before yesterday I heard something
that was music to my ears when one of the
Governor’s economic development officers told
me that the toughest problem they’re facing now
in recruiting new industry is trying to convince
people from other States and other countries
that there really will be enough people here
to fill those new jobs, because we have the
lowest unemployment rate we’ve had in nearly
20 years. That is a wonderful, wonderful cir-
cumstance.

And I want every one of you to know, as
I’m sure you do, that that didn’t happen over-
night. The credit goes to thousands, indeed tens
of thousands of people, who worked for years
and years and years to turn our State around
economically and to build our State up educa-
tionally.

If you think about where America is today,
poised on the 21st century, that is what we
need to be doing in the United States. And
we need to understand that just as our State
couldn’t turn all of its challenges around over-
night, neither can the United States. But unless
we begin and unless we stick at the task and
unless we refuse to be diverted, to be jerked
from one end of the spectrum to the other,
and keep our eye on the future, we cannot
succeed.

These children deserve a future that is worthy
of the work being done by the teachers, the
parents in this school. That’s what they deserve,
and we’ve got to give it to them.

I have worked hard for 2 years to try to
clean up some of the problems I found when
I became President. We have taken now $11,000
in debt off of the family—every family in Arkan-
sas by reducing the deficit—$11,000 off of these
children’s future. We have expanded the ability
of Americans to sell our goods and services to
other countries, more than ever before. And we
now have more than 5 million new jobs in our
country.

But we know that a lot of folks are still strug-
gling with the same problems we dealt with
here for so many years: how to get and keep
a good job, how to provide health care and
education and other necessities for their fami-
lies, how to make sure their children have a
good education. And so, as I leave to go back
to Washington, I’m going back to challenge the
Congress to do what is necessary to guarantee
the future of the next generation of Americans,
and this present—of this generation of Ameri-
cans as we move into the 21st century. I want
them to adopt what I call a middle class bill
of rights, to keep the American dream alive
by promoting education and strengthening fam-
ily. And I hope the Congress will adapt and
accept that challenge.

You know, anybody can come up and say,
‘‘I want to give you a tax cut,’’ and make people
happy in the short run. What I want to do
is reduce taxes for people to invest in the edu-
cation of their children and their own training
and skills, so we can go forward and grow this
economy.

So I say to all of you—I got a question from
one of the students today that I want every
grownup here to think about as we think about
what we want for our country. One of the stu-
dents asked me when we were in the other
room meeting, he said, ‘‘How did you not give
up on your dreams of being President?’’ So I
ask all of you, first of all, do you have a dream,
and second, how are you going to not give up
on it, just like the young student asked me?

My dream for our country is that when we
go into this next century we will still be the
strongest country in the world, leading the world
toward peace and freedom and democracy and
prosperity. My dream for America is that the
American dream will still be alive, the middle-
class dream that if you work hard and obey
the law you can make the most of yourself,
you can do anything you want to do.

When I was born in this State right after
World War II and nearly everybody in Arkansas
was very poor, mothers and fathers were giving
their children that dream. And we ought to give
it to this generation of children.

So I say to all of you: Let’s take the lessons
of the children. Let’s pay attention when people
are talking to us. Let’s listen to all sides of
the argument. Let’s be good citizens and discuss
the great challenges facing our country. Let’s
discount all the politics of personal destruction
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