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and enhance our ability to think about what
is true, what is fair, and what is important. Let
us take responsibility for the future of this coun-
try and commit ourselves to economic oppor-
tunity and to education and to doing that in
a way that strengthens the American community,
so that we come together instead of being more
and more divided.

To the students I say: This is a beautiful
building. I am honored that my name is on
it. I am honored that a room is named for
my mother and that a room is named for my
wife, who worked so hard for your education.
But the really important thing about the build-
ing is you. It’s what you do here every day.
I want you to learn and learn and learn.

I want you to say no to the bad things that
will face you. Say no to violence and no to
drugs and no to people who want to take your
future away from you.

But more importantly, I want you to say yes:
Yes, I have a dream for what I can be. Yes,
I’m going to live out my dream. Yes, I’m going
to do everything I can in this school to learn
and to grow, to be a good person, to have a
great life. That’s what education is all about.
I want you to be good people and have great
lives. Then, having my name on this school will
be the greatest honor any person could ever
have.

Good luck. God bless you, and thank you
very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:44 a.m. in the
cafetorium. In his remarks, he referred to Mario
Hood, president of the student council; Jackye
Parker, principal; Reedie Ray, president of the
board of education; and Bobby Lester, super-
intendent of schools.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on the Legislative Agenda
January 5, 1995

The President. I want to welcome the new
congressional leadership and congratulate them.
I was pleased with what I heard and saw yester-
day, and I think that we’re off to a good start.
The real work is now beginning.

I note that there are several areas where I
believe that we can work together and where
I hope we can work rapidly, congressional re-
form, the line-item veto. I hope we can do
something on lobbying reform and on campaign
finance reform. I believe that there are areas
we can work together on welfare reform, on
health care reform. We can do a lot of things.

I think we all know that we’re expert in stop-
ping things. What we want to do is prove now
we can work together to make things happen.
And I’m encouraged by what I’ve heard and
seen.

I also think there is a consensus in this coun-
try that we shouldn’t do anything that would

increase the deficit, hurt the middle class, hurt
poor people who are trying to work their way
into the middle class, or do anything that would
undermine our economic recovery. So on that
basis, I think we can look forward to a good
Congress. I’m excited about it and ready to go.
And I’m glad they’re here.

Q. Is it like a compromise—between you and
me—[laughter]—is it going to be compromise
or combat?

The President. My answer to that is, Mr.
Gingrich will whisper into your right ear, and
I will whisper into your left ear. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House, prior to a
meeting with congressional leaders. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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