has produced 5.6 million new jobs. A real recov-
ery means that after losing 2 million manufac-
turing jobs in the previous 12 years, in 1994
alone 292,000 manufacturing jobs were added
to the economy, and manufacturing jobs grew
in every month of last year for the first time
since the 1970’s. It means working people can
look to the future with more hope and more
optimism now, especially if we move to protect
the economic expansion and to get to work to
match the expansion with income growth in-
creases for ordinary American working people.

We're ready to build on the progress we've
made in cutting spending and the size of the
Federal work force. As I announced last year,
the reduction and reinvention of Government
will continue with the budget I will submit next
month. But I will stand against any effort to
roll back or to rock the foundations of the recov-
ery by proposals that explode the deficit or gim-
micks that undermine the integrity of the budget
we have worked so hard to put in place. And
to ensure that incomes grow, which is, after
all, the most important thing to ordinary Amer-
ican working families, we have to pair that with
the economic growth by arming America’s fami-
lies with the tools they need to increase their
own prosperity.

The President’s Radio Address
January 7, 1995

Good morning. Now that the holidays are
over, it’s back to business around the country
and back to the people’s business here in Wash-
ington.

I'm looking forward to working with the new
Congress. If theyll put politics as usual aside
and put the American people and our future
first, we've got a great opportunity to make
progress on our mission: restoring the American
dream of opportunity to all Americans and mak-
ing sure we enter the next century, now just
5 years away, still the strongest and greatest
nation in the world.

Earlier this week, I met at the White House
with Republican and Democratic congressional
leaders. I challenged them to work with me
and with each other, and they assured me that
they are willing to cooperate.
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Our middle class bill of rights will do just
that by ensuring more investments in better
education and more disposable income for hard-
working families who deserve some benefits
from this recovery. We will do it by rewarding
investments in education; in the rearing of chil-
dren; in paying for education, health care, retire-
ment costs; paying for training. These are things
that will generate economic opportunity as well
as tax fairness. They will ensure that the work
ethics and the work efforts of the middle class
are rewarded with growing incomes.

We've had a good first 2 years. It's time now
to make a commitment to keep it going. We,
the Democrats, stand ready to work in partner-
ship with the Republicans. We want to make
sure that we can do as well in the next 2 years
as we have in the first 2. And I think that
they will have the same attitude.

Thank you very much.

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what your
message to Boris Yeltsin is?

The President. I want to talk about jobs today.
I already discussed that

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House, prior to a meet-
ing with congressional leaders.

Many of the toughest decisions we made in
the last 2 years are paying off for us now. We've
reduced the deficit by $700 billion; that’s
$11,000 in less debt for every family in America.
We've cut the Federal Government, eliminating
over 100 programs, and there are already
100,000 fewer people working for the Federal
Government than when I took office.

We've taken the savings and invested in the
American people, in their education and training
by expanding Head Start and apprenticeship
programs and making college loans more afford-
able to 20 million people, providing the oppor-
tunity for national service to thousands of others.

Just yesterday, we saw new evidence that this
economic strategy that has been pursued with
such discipline over the last 2 years is still work-
ing. Unemployment is now down to 5.4 percent
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