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But we have to do more to change politics
as usual. We desperately need to pass lobbying
reform. The lobbyists didn’t go away with the
last election, and we still believe that they
shouldn’t be allowed to give gifts, entertain-
ments, or trips to lawmakers. Unfortunately this
week, the new majority in Congress voted not
to enact lobby reform, at least for now. It’s
not too late for them to do it, and I urge them
to do it as quickly as possible. If we want middle
class Americans to benefit from what we do,
then the public interest, not those of special
interest, should have the loudest voice in Wash-
ington.

That's why I'll apply one simple test to every
policy, every piece of legislation that comes be-
fore me: Does it advance the interests of aver-

age American families—does it promote their
values, build their future, increase their jobs and
incomes? If it passes that test, T'll support it,
and if it doesn’t, I won’t.

If we work together to do the job the Amer-
ican people hired us to do, 1995 will be a ter-
rific year for all Americans who work hard and
play by the rules. We've seen for too long how
people in Washington can obstruct progress for
partisan gains. Now, sincerely, we must prove
that we can work together to keep our country
moving forward for America’s gain.

Thanks for listening.

NoTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.
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Thank you for that wonderful and warm wel-
come. It is wonderful to be here. Thank you,
Dr. Crist, for making me feel so much at home.
Thank you, Congressman Evans, for coming
down, and Congressman Poshard, delighted to
see you. And Mayor Kimble, thank you for mak-
ing me feel welcome here. The representatives
of Knox College and Blackhawk Community
College as well as Carl Sandburg Community
College, I'm glad to see all of you here.

I'm glad that Secretaries Reich and Riley
came with me, and I understand they have al-
ready spoken, which makes anything I say per-
haps redundant. [Laughter]

I met a college president the other day. He
looked at me and said, “T've got a lot of sym-
pathy with you. Being President is just like run-
ning a cemetery. You've got a lot of people
under you, and nobody is listening.” [Laughter]

I want to begin by saying how very, very
happy and proud I am to be here today. I be-
lieve as strongly as I can state that community
colleges represent the very best of America in
1995 and where we need to go as a country
with all of our institutions, community based,
flexible, committed to quality, opportunity for
everyone, with a real sense of community. I'm
honored to be here, and I'm honored to have
all of you here.

I'd also like to recognize the people who were
with me just a few moments ago who partici-
pated in our little roundtable, who have had
some experience with this institution. I'd like
to ask all of them to stand up that were in
my private conversation because I want to thank
them. [Applause] Thank you. They're employers
of people who came out of this community col-
lege. They're students. They're former students.
They're people who have taught here. They are
a picture of America.

I came here to talk about America, about
where we are and where were going. And I
don’t think we could have picked a better place.
This place is so steeped in our national history,
just as this community college is so representa-
tive of the best of our present and our future.
The Underground Railroad came through Gales-
burg, and as all of you know and as you saw
just a few moments ago, over 135 years ago,
Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas met
here for one of their famous debates. Howd
they do just a few minutes ago? [Applause]
Thank you. I met them outside, and they were
still arguing about who really won. [Laughter]

I identified with what President Lincoln said.
He performed so brilliantly in those debates,
but he lost the Senate race anyway. And he
said that it hurt too much to laugh, and he
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