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on a national basis is what I see at the commu-
nity college here. What those of us in the posi-
tion to do so ought to be doing is expanding
opportunity but only for those who will exercise
the personal responsibility to make the most of
those opportunities.

You build a community with opportunity and
with responsibility, with rights and responsibil-
ities. You can’t have one without the other and
last for a long time. You can’t have people being
responsible all the time and never getting any-
thing for it. Pretty soon they get tired. But nei-
ther can you have people getting things all the
time and never giving anything back. Pretty soon
the well runs dry.

So that’s what we've been trying to do. That’s
what the crime bill was all about. We cut the
Government bureaucracy over 5 years by
270,000 people and gave all the money back
to local communities to hire police, to build
prisons, to drug treatment programs, to do
things that would lower the crime rate at the
grassroots level for people who use the money
right and were responsible.

That’s what I hope this welfare reform debate
that we're ginning up again after a year will
be all about in Washington. I do not believe
that most Americans really want simply to re-
duce welfare so that we can punish poor people.
I think what most Americans want is a welfare
system that puts an end to welfare, that puts
people to work and lets them be responsible
parents instead of just having kids. I think that’s
what we want.

And that's why we have invested so much
in education, because education by definition
is part of a covenant. You cannot educate some-
body who will not be educated. All you can
do is throw the lifeline of opportunity out there,
and someone either does it or not. They either
exercise their own responsibility or not.

So we worked to expand Head Start and to
set standards that are great for our Nation’s
schools and to have new partnerships for young
people that don’t go to college to get further
education. And we reformed drastically the col-
lege loan program so we could cut the costs
and string out the repayments and make it
something that could really be used by people
instead of just another headache. And that’s all
made a difference I think. So a new economic

olicy, a New Covenant, a new social policy.

The third thing we've tried to do is to give
you a different kind of Government, to have
the Government in Washington change, the way
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the economy is changing, to have it be smaller,
yes, but also more effective; to literally reinvent
Government, to use the Vice President’s phrase,
by cutting the bureaucracy to its smallest size
in 30 years but increasing our ability to solve
problems that the Federal Government needs
to solve. There are 100,000 fewer people work-
ing in Washington, DC, or for the Federal Gov-
ernment today than there were on the day 1
was inaugurated President, but we have solved
a lot of problems that were left too long. And
I would just give you one or two examples.

Small business people used to have to fill
out a multipage form that took them hours to
fill out to get an SBA loan. We've taken that
down to one page, and you can get an answer
in 3 days now. So that's an example of what
we're trying to do to reinvent the Government.

I don’t know if the Secretary of Labor men-
tioned this, but at the end of last year, we
reformed the Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor-
poration—that’s a mouthful. That's the group
in Washington that’s supposed to keep your pen-
sion well. And it's going to help save the pen-
sions of 8% million Americans whose retirement
was at risk after years and years and years of
hard work.

There are problems the Federal Government
still should be solving. And when the floods
were raging here, the 500-year flood, up and
down in Illinois and Iowa, after years in which
the Federal Emergency Management Agency
was the goat of the Federal Government and
everybody complained about it, I think you saw
by the way they showed up and the way they
performed that it is working now. It is effective.
It is doing its job.

So we're moving in these directions. But it
is not enough. What are the results of the first
2 years, not from our point of view in what
we did but from your lives. Well, we have 5.6
million more jobs, and that’s a good thing. And
the unemployment rate has dropped very low
by historic standards, although not low enough
to suit me. It’s still dropped quite a bit, by
more than 2 percent. And 5.6 million new jobs
is nothing to sneeze at.

And manufacturing jobs went up in every
month in 1994 for the first time since 1978,
which means that manufacturing is not incon-
sistent with the information age. It helps our
manufacturing come back when we increase
productivity and use computers and educate our
work-



