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about, is within driving distance of a community
college now. We do not need all these separate
Government programs telling people what to do.
We ought to just give you the money if you’re
eligible for it and let you bring it here and
get a good education. That’s the fourth element
of our program.

I like this middle class bill of rights a lot
because it furthers all three objectives that I
had when I ran for President. It helps us build
a new economy. The more people we educate,
the more powerful our Nation will be, the
stronger our economy will be. It helps us build
a New Covenant. We offer more opportunity
to people if they exercise the responsibility to
take it, they have the power to improve their
own lives. All of you do. You know that, or
you wouldn’t be here today.

And it changes the way Government works.
Government is still being used to help expand
opportunity but in a less bureaucratic, less man-
datory, more empowering way. I like it, and
I hope the Congress will like it as well. And
I hope you will help them like it by telling
them that you like it.

Under this last proposal—let me just give you
one example. If we want to set up centers where
what the Government does is make sure you
have information on the jobs that are available
in an area and the educational opportunities that
are available in one place, you could show up
at the local one-stop center and find out, for
example, here about jobs opening up at Maytag
because of the new $164 million retooling
project they’ve got underway. Then you could
figure out whether you could get the skills need-
ed to be a part of that project in this place.
And if you could, if you qualified, you could
simply take your certificate, show up here, and
start to school. Much better than having to en-
roll in some sort of program.

Here at this community college—and this is
true all over the country, maybe not quite this
good, but this is typical—there is an extraor-
dinary job placement rate of over 94 percent
at an average wage of nearly $12 an hour. And
believe me, that’s a lot better than a lot of
people are facing who have no education and
training and who have been left behind by the
changes that are going on in our economy.

This is the kind of opportunity that I believe
the middle class bill of rights can help create.
This will enable us to finish the job. Yes, we
have laid the foundations of a disciplined, re-

sponsible economic policy. Yes, we have taken
a strong stand against crime. Yes, we know—
and I hope we’ll have a bipartisan consensus
on what to do about problems like welfare. But
until we know that we have done everything
we can to use the power of this country to
give every American the opportunity to win in
this global economy, the job will not be finished.
That, more than anything else, can keep the
American dream alive in the 21st century.

So, as I go back to Washington, I ask all
of you, Republicans and Democrats, to tell the
people who represent you in Washington to
adopt the same attitude about these challenges
that you have. If you think about it, in every
new time our country faces, there are new prob-
lems that have no necessary partisan solution.
And the problems fall over everybody and the
opportunities come to people without regard to
their party, their philosophy, their race, or their
region today. We should be united in tackling
these problems. They are America’s problems
and America’s opportunities.

You have seen over and over and over again,
probably enough to make you scream, that peo-
ple in Washington know how to stop things for
partisan gain. It’s now time for us to join to-
gether and do things for the people’s gain.
That’s what you expect us to do. That’s what
we need to do. That’s what will take us into
the next century with the American dream alive
and well, stronger than ever, and America
stronger than ever.

I am convinced—I am convinced—having
traveled the world now on your behalf, having
seen what is going on in Europe, having seen
what is going on in Asia, having met with the
leaders of all the Latin American countries, hav-
ing a feel for what is happening in this world,
I am convinced more than ever in my life that
the best days of this country are still ahead
of us if we remember that there are no guaran-
tees.

The Founders gave us the right to pursue
life, liberty, happiness. That’s what they gave
us the right to do. Over 70 years ago, your
namesake here, Carl Sandburg, wrote a poem
inspired by the Washington Monument. And I
want to close with the line from that poem
that meant the most to me: ‘‘Nothing happens
unless, first, a dream.’’ More than anything,
more even than our Constitution and laws, this
country is a dream. And it is our job to renew
it.
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