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Thank you very much, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:44 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Don

Crist, president of the college, and Mayor Fred
Kimble of Galesburg.

Remarks to Students at Galesburg High School in Galesburg
January 10, 1995

The President. Thank you. Wow! Thank you.
Thank you very much. I don’t know where ev-
erybody else in Galesburg is today, but I’m glad
you’re here. I’m glad to see you all. [Applause]
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you so much.

I would like to begin by paying my com-
pliments to the band. Didn’t they do a good
job? I thought they were terrific. [Applause]

I also want to thank—I understand that you
all heard the speech I gave. Is that right? No,
yes? No? Somebody is saying yes; somebody is
saying no. Anyway, I was over at the community
college, as you know, and I met there with
about 20 people who had either been students
there or are now students there or who taught
there or who hired people who graduated from
there. And I went there to talk about education
with the Secretary of Labor, who is not here
with me, and the Secretary of Education, Dick
Riley, the former Governor of South Carolina,
who is here with me, and your fine Congress-
man, Lane Evans. I’m glad to see him. Give
him a hand. [Applause]

I would like to say, first of all, on behalf
of myself and all of those who came with me
from Washington today, we have had a wonder-
ful welcome in this terrific community. And
we’re very grateful to all of you for that.

I must say, when I landed at the airport and
they told me that I couldn’t take the helicopter
to Galesburg, I’d have to drive, I was actually
kind of happy because I got to drive across
the farmland. And I looked at all the land, and
it kind of made me feel—no, I liked it. It made
me feel right at home. That’s where I grew
up.

I would like—I want to say a couple of things
about what I came here to talk about today,
since some of you heard what I said and some
of you didn’t. I’ll be brief, but I want to talk
about it because I think it’s important.

When I ran for President in 1992 and I came
here to Illinois and I went up and down the
State——

Audience member. To Peoria.
The President. Yes, to Peoria and other

places—I always knew it was a very big State,
but when I visited Southern Illinois University
in the southern part of the State, I looked at
a map, and I realized I was south of Richmond,
Virginia. And I said, this is a very big State
and a very beautiful one and, of course, my
wife’s home. So I like it a lot.

I believed then and I believe now that we
are going through a time of great change which,
if we do the right thing, will lead us to Amer-
ica’s greatest days. I think the young people
here in this school can live in the most peaceful,
most exciting, most prosperous, most exhila-
rating times this country has ever known if we
do the right thing.

And if you look at what’s going on in America
today, it just reinforces in my mind the things
I have always wanted to do. I worked as a
Governor for 12 years, and I knew what my
mission was in this global economy: I had to
improve the schools, improve education for peo-
ple of all ages, and get more jobs into my State.

If you look at where we are as a country
now, I ran for President committed to doing
three things. I wanted a new economic policy
so that the Government would be working with
ordinary working people and with business so
that we would be able to compete and win
in a global economy, we’d be able to get good
jobs and keep them.

I wanted to change the way the Federal Gov-
ernment works. I wanted the Government to
be smaller but more effective. I wanted it to
be able to solve people’s problems but to be
flexible and creative and not waste money. And
I thought we could do that, and I’ve come back
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