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expensive automobiles. The Iraqi government
has continued to maintain a full embargo against
its northern provinces and has favored its sup-
porters and the military in the distribution of
humanitarian supplies throughout the country.

The Iraqi government has refused to sell up
to $1.6 billion in oil as previously authorized
by the Security Council in Resolutions 706 and
712. Talks between Iraq and the United Nations
on implementing these resolutions ended unsuc-
cessfully in October 1993. Iraq could use pro-
ceeds from such sales to purchase foodstuffs,
medicines, and materials and supplies for essen-
tial civilian needs of its population, subject to
U.N. monitoring of sales and the equitable dis-
tribution of humanitarian supplies (including to
its northern provinces). Iraq’s refusal to imple-
ment Security Council Resolutions 706 and 712
continues to cause needless suffering.

Proceeds from oil sales also would be used
to compensate persons injured by Iraq’s unlaw-
ful invasion and occupation of Kuwait. Of note
regarding oil sales, the Security Council has en-
gaged in discussions with Turkish officials con-
cerning the possible flushing of Iraqi oil now
in the Turkish pipeline that extends from Iraq
through Turkey. The objective would be to pre-
vent physical deterioration of the Turkish pipe-
line, which is a unique asset. Such a flushing
of the pipeline, if conducted in a manner con-
sistent with the U.N. sanctions regime, would
produce the added benefit of financing the im-
port of needed food and medicine into Iraq.
However, the Government of Iraq has refused
to implement the flushing because it rejects
international monitoring of the distribution of
humanitarian goods.

The no-fly zones over northern and southern
Iraq permit the monitoring of Iraq’s compliance
with Security Council Resolutions 687 and 688.
Over the last three years, the northern no-fly
zone has deterred Iraq from a major military
offensive in the region. In southern Iraq, the
no-fly zone has stopped Iraq’s use of aircraft
against its population.

Nonetheless, the Iraqi government continues
its harsh campaign against its perceived enemies,
throughout the country. Baghdad’s campaign of
economic warfare against the people of northern
Iraq continues. In September, the Iraqi regime
cut electrical power to the Aqrah/Shirwan dis-
tricts of Dohuk Governorate. Three hundred
fifty thousand people in those districts now con-
front a lack of water, sanitation, and hospital

services. Approximately one million persons in
Dohuk Governorate are now reliant on tem-
porary generators for electricity, due to such
systematic power cut-offs by the Government
of Iraq. Also in northern Iraq, in the vicinity
of Mosul, we are watching Iraqi troop move-
ments carefully since Iraq’s intentions are still
unclear. In the south, Iraq’s repression of the
Shi’a population, and specifically the Marsh
Arabs, and the implementation of a policy of
environmental devastation represent a clear in-
tent to target a specific area for reprisals without
regard to the impact on innocent civilians. Fur-
ther, Iraqi forces still wage a land-based artillery
campaign in the marshes, and the shelling of
marsh villages continues. In the last few years,
the population of the region, whose marsh cul-
ture has remained essentially unchanged since
3500 B.C., has been reduced by an estimated
three-quarters and will soon disappear alto-
gether. The Special Rapporteur of the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights (UNHRC), Max
van der Stoel, continues to report on the human
rights situation in Iraq, particularly the Iraqi
military’s repression against its civilian popu-
lations in the marshes. In his November interim
report to the General Assembly, the Special
Rapporteur noted the widespread phenomena
of political killings, mass executions and state-
sponsored terrorism throughout Iraq. He also
reported the introduction by the Government
of Iraq of new forms of torture, including the
amputation of ears and hands and the branding
of foreheads for certain economic crimes and
for desertion from the military. The Special
Rapporteur asserted in previous reports that the
Government of Iraq has engaged in war crimes
and crimes against humanity, and may have
committed violations of the 1948 Genocide Con-
vention. Regarding the Kurds, the Special
Rapporteur has judged that the extent and grav-
ity of reported violations place the survival of
the Kurds in jeopardy. He also noted the extent
to which the Government of Iraq represses and
terrorizes the Shi’a clergy in southern cities. The
Special Rapporteur has noted that there are es-
sentially no freedoms of opinion, expression or
association in Iraq. The Special Rapporteur con-
tinues to repeat his recommendation for the es-
tablishment of human rights monitors inside
Iraq to improve the flow of information and
to provide independent verification of reports.
We continue to investigate and publicize Iraqi
crimes against humanity, war crimes and other
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