Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Jan. 16

of mutuality tied into a single garment of des-
tiny.” In the end, we will rise or fall together.
Martin Luther King knew that we all have to
do our part. What he wanted was for all Ameri-
cans to have not a handout but a hand up.
That's what the national day of service is all
about.

Of course, there are no guarantees that the
future will be easy for all of us. We will face

great challenges. But if well all join together
and do our part as citizens, we can—we can
receive the American dream that Martin Luther
King envisioned.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:43 p.m. on
January 13 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 14.
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The President. Thank you. It is wonderful to
be back in Colorado, to be back in Denver,
and to be in this great spot which holds such
a warm memory for me. The last time I came
here we had a vast crowd. I was asking for
the opportunity to serve as your President. And
I must say, when I came before, I had Sinbad
with me as the warmup act, and I thought that
was responsible for the crowd. Today I am hon-
ored to be here with all these fine people on
the platform and with all of you.

I thank my friend Governor Romer for what
he said and for his leadership and for his long
friendship. I thank Senator Campbell and Con-
gresswoman Schroeder for coming all the way
back from Washington to be here with me and,
most important, to. be here with you today. I
thank Secretary Pena for his outstanding service
as our Transportation Secretary, working to
make this country a safer place. And of course,
I am grateful to the mayor and to Mrs. Webb
for their leadership in this stunning event and
for allowing me to be a small part of this.

We come here today to celebrate the life of
Martin Luther King. We know that he would
have been 66 years old today. To me, it seems
only yesterday when he was 39 and laying down
his life for what he believed. Mayor Webb said
that the life of Martin Luther King had special
relevance for African-Americans because of what
he meant. Let me tell you that his life should
have special impact for every American, for he
freed the rest of us, too, of our hatred, our
bigotry, of the illusion which still crops up from
time to time that we can somehow lift ourselves
up by putting others down, that somehow, if

we can just find someone to look down on,
we can feel like we're being looked up to.

Martin Luther King knew better than that.
I ask you today, my fellow Americans, to think
about why he lived and what he laid his life
down for, to think about what ought to be driv-
ing our lives, our individual lives and our lives
as citizens.

You heard earlier Dr. King’s famous “I have
a dream” speech. I saw a sign held up earlier,
when I came in, saying that they had a dream
for America; did I have a dream for America—
the people holding the sign up there. Remem-
ber what Martin Luther King said? He said,
“My dream is deeply rooted in the American
dream.” What did he mean by that? The Found-
ers said: We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all are created equal and endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights, and
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness.

Today, my fellow Americans, I want to talk
to you about our common right to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. I ask you to think
today of Government but to think beyond Gov-
ernment to people. I ask you to think today
of the programs and the work of Government
but to think beyond that to the lives of people.
I ask you to remember today that, more than
anything else, Martin Luther King’s life was a
life of service. Even as he marched all across
this land and took that vast throng to Wash-
ington, DC, and asked the Government to act,
he knew that in the end, what was in the heart
and the spirit and the mind of the average
American citizen was even more important.
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