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violations of international humanitarian law. We
will continue to insist that the Government of
Iraq allow human rights monitors to be stationed
inside Iraq, as called for by the Special
Rapporteur.

Examples of Iraqi noncooperation and non-
compliance continue in other areas. There have
been several incidents in which merchant vessels
have entered the Shatt-al-Arab bound for Iran
but subsequently have proceeded to Iraqi ports
where they have onloaded Iraqi oil. Upon exiting
the Shatt-al-Arab these vessels have been di-
verted by the Maritime Interception Force and
their embargo violations have been confirmed.
Gulf states are being encouraged to take action
against the vessels and oil, with the proceeds
eventually being paid to the UN Escrow Ac-
count referred to in Security Council Resolution
778.

For more than three years, the Baghdad re-
gime has interfered with relief operations,
threatened and harassed relief workers, and re-
fused to issue visas to such workers. We have
persuasive evidence that the regime has offered
‘‘bounties’’ to persons willing to assassinate inter-
national personnel. U.N. and other humanitarian
relief workers, as well as international journalists
reporting on the humanitarian situation, have
been the victims of car bombs, drive-by shoot-
ings and execution-style killings. Ten persons
have been injured and two have been killed
in such attacks this year.

There is also persuasive evidence linking the
Government of Iraq to the July death, under
suspicious circumstances, of a noted Shi’a reli-
gious figure and three members of his family.
These acts are indicative of Iraq’s continuing
disdain for the United Nations and, in our view,
also constitute violations of Security Council
Resolutions 687 and 688.

We are monitoring closely the plight of the
civilian population everywhere in Iraq. We will
persist in our demand that the Government of
Iraq comply with the relevant U.N. resolutions
so that humanitarian assistance can reach all seg-
ments of the society, instead of only the sup-
porters of Saddam Hussein. Our bilateral assist-
ance program in the north will continue, given
our access to the north and our ability to ensure
that relief reaches vulnerable populations. We
also will continue to make every effort, given
the numerous practical constraints, to assist the
populations in southern and central Iraq through
U.N. humanitarian programs. Finally, we will

continue to explore with our allies and Security
Council partners the most effective means to
compel the Government of Iraq to cooperate
on humanitarian and human rights issues.

The U.N. Compensation Commission
(UNCC) has received approximately 2.4 million
claims thus far, with another 100,000 expected.
The United States Government has filed a total
of 3,100 individual claims with a total asserted
value of over $215 million. Earlier this year,
one panel of UNCC Commissioners submitted
its report on the first installment of individual
claims for serious personal injury or death. The
UNCC Commissioners’ report recommended
awards for a group of about 670 claimants, of
which 11 were U.S. claimants. The Governing
Council of the UNCC approved the panel’s rec-
ommendations at its session in late May. This
past summer the first U.S. claimants received
compensation for their losses. A second group
of claims involving death and serious personal
injury is expected to be reviewed in the Decem-
ber Governing Council session. At its October
session, the Governing Council approved the
first set of awards for claimants who were forced
to depart suddenly from Iraq or Kuwait during
the invasion and occupation. Of the approxi-
mately 53,000 claims, close to 200 were from
U.S. claimants. However, these awards cannot
be paid at this time because there is not enough
money in the Compensation Fund. The Gov-
erning Council began consideration of the first
report and recommendations from the panel of
commissioners reviewing itemized individual
losses for amounts up to $100,000 (e.g. lost sal-
ary or personal property). Due to the impor-
tance and complexity of the issues involved, the
Governing Council deferred final action on the
recommendations until its December session.
The Governing Council also decided not to ac-
cept additional filings of late individual claims
after January 1, 1995.

The United States Government also submitted
a total of approximately $1.5 billion in corporate
claims against the Government of Iraq, rep-
resenting about 140 business entities. Those
claims represented a multitude of enterprises
ranging from small family-owned businesses to
large multinational corporations. In addition, in
late July the United States Government filed
five U.S. Government claims with the UNCC.
The five claims were for nonmilitary losses, such
as damage to U.S. Government property (e.g.,
the U.S. Embassy compound in Kuwait) and
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