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And that is why he always said that all of
us had a responsibility to do our part and to
serve. Martin Luther King said, ‘‘Everybody can
be great because everybody can serve.’’ He said,
‘‘If all you do is sweep the streets, then sweep
them just as well as Michelangelo painted the
Sistine Chapel.’’ Be the best streetsweeper that
ever lived; serve and serve.

I was asked the other day, of all the things
that had happened in the last 2 years, was there
one achievement I could say I was most proud
of? And I said, I think it was the creation of
the national service program. And some of them
are here today. Why? Because these young peo-
ple are committed to service. And if we all are
committed to the idea that we are bound up
with one another, then we can all be great and
our country will be great.

When I came here in 1992, I was worried
about the direction of this country. I was con-
cerned about the economic problems of Amer-
ica. More importantly, I was concerned that we
seemed to be drifting and divided and that we
had no clear role for how we might work to-
gether to build a better future, to reclaim that
dream for which Martin Luther King gave his
life. And I told you that I would seek, for my
part, to do three things: one, to give this country
a new economic policy that would bring down
the deficit and bring up employment and bring
us forward toward the next century; two, a dif-
ferent way of governing, that I would reduce
the size of the Federal Government and in-
crease its creativity, its effectiveness, its rel-
evance to your life. And we have done both
those things. We have restored a sense of eco-
nomic direction and opportunity to this country,
and the Government is smaller and yet still
more effective. No one exemplifies that any bet-
ter than Denver’s Transportation Secretary,
Federico Peña.

But I knew then and I say again now that
that would be fine but not enough, that we
literally had to change our relationship in Amer-
ica as citizens to our Government and, most
importantly, to each other. It was what I called
then and what I say now is a New Covenant,
the idea that you have a right to certain oppor-
tunities, but in return you must exercise per-
sonal responsibility in return for those opportu-
nities to make the most of your own life, the
life of your family, the life of your community,
and the life of your country. That is what this
is all about.

That’s why when people talk about something
like welfare reform, I don’t think about pun-
ishing poor people, I think about ending welfare
so poor people can work and be good parents
and have a better life and look to a better fu-
ture. That’s why, when we passed the crime
bill, I thought it was a good thing just to give
money to local communities to hire more police
officers and also to have opportunities to give
our children something to say yes to as well
as something to say no to, so that we could
show responsibility even as we seized opportuni-
ties.

If you think about it, that is the great debate
we should be having today: What is our respon-
sibility to ourselves, and what is our responsi-
bility to each other? If you have rights without
responsibility, pretty soon people lose their
rights because they don’t behave responsibly. If
you go around telling people to be responsible
all the time and there never is an opportunity
coming forward, pretty soon they get tired of
being responsible.

What we have to do today, if we want hope,
if we want the dream to live again, is to say
to each other: We will have a new commitment
to creating opportunity and to being responsible.
We will say no to violence and yes to hope.
We will say no, no to the idea that we can
get anywhere by being divided against one an-
other and yes to the idea that our diversity is
a strength.

I am telling you, we can have all the eco-
nomic growth in the world, but until we face
the fact that we are going up or down together
and we’d better get after the business of work-
ing together to make the most of all our poten-
tial, we will never be what we ought to be
as a country.

Now, I know we have more to do in Wash-
ington. I know that a lot of people are working
harder and still not having a raise. I know, as
the pastor prayed, that another million Ameri-
cans in working families lost their health insur-
ance last year. I know there are problems there.
That’s why I have said that in this coming ses-
sion of Congress I will devote myself to what
I call the middle class bill of rights, which could
be called the bill of rights and responsibilities,
because it offers you the right to pursue happi-
ness, not the guarantee of happiness. I believe
with all my heart that if we’re going to worry
about lowering taxes, we ought to lower taxes
to help people educate themselves and their
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