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children and strengthen their families, so we
can move forward together and grow together.

And so I have said, let’s do four things that
the Government can do to help people exercise
more responsibility and take control of their own
lives: tax deductions for all the cost of education
after high school; lower the tax burden for par-
ents with young children so they have more
money to spend on raising the kids; let people
save money in an individual retirement account,
but let them withdraw it without a penalty for
education or health care or taking care of their
parents when theyre sick; when people are un-
employed or working hard for low wages and
they're willing to get new skills, give them the
funds they need to get education and training
so they can grow into what God meant them
to be.

But I say to you again: We can pass that
program. We can have the crime bill work per-
fectly. But unless in Denver, Colorado, you do
what the Governor challenged you to do, we
will not be what we ought to be.

This country cannot go on with children
shooting children. This country cannot go on
with so many kids just giving up on their lives.
This country cannot go on with more and more
little babies being born into unstable situations
where the mothers are children, too, and the
future looks bleak. We can turn this around.
But we have got to turn it around, and we
have got to do it together by lifting each other
up.

You know, the reason I said what I did about
the service corps—and all the young people in
the Denver national service corps raised their
hands—I want to tell you why I did that. I
did that because to me that represents every-
thing I wanted to do. These young people are
building the new economy because when they
work on solving problems in Denver, they earn
some money to go to college. And theyre
changing the way the Government works be-
cause there is no bureaucracy at all; they just
have a project here and apply for the oppor-
tunity for young people to work in it. This is
not a Government bureaucracy. But most impor—
tant of all, most important of all, this is creating
that new relationship of opportunity and respon-
sibility, building up a community by people giv-
ing and getting and giving and getting and giving
and getting, until pretty soon lives are changed
and futures are changed.

Today, to celebrate Martin Luther King’s
birthday, there are young people like this all
over America. Theyre rebuilding schools in At-
lanta as we talk today. They're rebuilding homes
in Memphis. Theyre helping people work their
way out of the flood in California. And theyre
here today in Denver, building this country,
doing what we ought to do.

I was told a day or so ago that in this new
Congress there may be a move to abolish the
national service corps to save money to pay for
tax cuts.

Audience members. No-0-o0!

The President. Well, let me say, I know about
cutting Government spending. We've taken
$11,000 in debt off of every family in America
by reducing the deficit. We have reduced the
size of the Federal Government to its smallest
size since Martin Luther King visited John Ken-
nedy in the White House. I know about that.
But the purpose of all this is not to wreck the
Government, not to give us a mean-spirited
Government. It is to give us a lean Government
that will help us to work together to solve our
own problems. That's what we should be com-
mitted to do in Washington and in Denver and
in every community throughout this great land.

So let me ask you to think about this. Look
at all the young people in this audience. Look
at the fine young people in their band uniforms.
Look at the young people around the choir and
the young kids here. Look at all the children
here, all different colors and backgrounds. What
is the American dream? It is the right to pursue
happiness. It requires a certain equality and a
certain respect. It requires us to listen as well
as to talk.

I know the American people are often angry
and frustrated today. But let me tell you some-
thing, folks, this is a very great country, and
there is nothing that cannot be fixed if we will
rely on our hearts and our spirits and what
we know to be true. I have traveled this whole
world on your behalf. I have seen many dif-
ferent places. I have dealt with many different
opportunities and problems. I am more con-
vinced today than I was on the day I took the
oath of office that the greatest days of America
lie in front of us if we have the courage to
live the dream of Martin Luther King.

But remember, what he lived and died for
was for every one of you to have the right to
do good and to be good and to make the most
of your own life. It was no living and dying
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