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people and build this country up from the grass-
roots up. And if were going to cut spending,
let’s cut things that will free up money to build
up people. Let's don’t cut programs like this
one. Let’s don’t cut programs like the national
service program. Let’s don’t cut programs like
Head Start. Let’s don’t make it more expensive
for people to go to college; let’s make it cheaper
for people to go to college and more affordable.

In other words, the role of Government
should not be to pretend that we can solve
problems that people have to solve for them-
selves, often inside their own heart. But the
role of Government should not be to be heart-
less, either, and to walk away. The Government
should be a partner. The Government should
help people to acquire the tools they need and
the means they need and the education they
need and the belief and the hope they need
to make the most of their own lives. That is
what we're here to celebrate today. That is what
Martin Luther King wanted us to do.

You know, when Dr. King gave that famous
“I have a dream” speech, he said that his dream
was deeply rooted in the American dream. What
is the American dream? The Founders of our
country said it over 200 years ago: We hold
these truths to be self-evident that all are cre-
ated equal, endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain inalienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Life, lib-
erty, the pursuit of happiness—no, not a guar-
antee of happiness but not death, destruction,
and the end of hope, either—the means of
working together to achieve the God-given po-
tential of every person in this room, every per-
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Thank you. What a great day. Thank you very
much. Thank you so much, Mayor Riordan.
Thank you for your outstanding leadership, for
being such a good working partner, for putting
the interest of all the people of this community
first. Thank you, Dr. Wilson, for your leadership
and for hosting this wonderful event on this
beautiful campus with its beautiful buildings, all
standing, thank goodness. I'm glad to see you
all here. I thank Congressman Berman and Con-
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son in south central Los Angeles, all the people
in this country.

It is not a dream rooted in race. Race became
a factor when people could not see behind their
own prejudice. And I tell you today, my friends,
that when we realize what a resource we have
in America, that we come from so many dif-
ferent racial backgrounds, that we come from
so many different ethnic backgrounds, that we
come from so many religious backgrounds, in
a global society where the world is smaller and
smaller and smaller, we are the world’s richest
country because of our differences. Now we
must find common ground and build up all peo-
ple. And no, we don’t have a person to spare.
All these children have a role in our future,
every one of them.

So I'm glad to be back in south central Los
Angeles. I want these young men to help me
find the secret to get people like this all across
America to say no to violence and no to drugs
and no to the life of the street with no tomorrow
and yes to a better future. We can do this.
We can do it if we work together. We can
do it if we talk together. We can do it if we
believe in one another’s potential. That is the
American dream.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:41 p.m. at Com-
munity Build, Inc. In his remarks, he referred to
Brenda Shockley, executive director, Community
Build, Inc.; masters of ceremonies Marla Gibbs
and Robert Hooks; civil rights activist Rosa Parks;
actress Cicely Tyson; and Mayor Richard Riordan
of Los Angeles.

at Northridge

gressman McKeon, Lieutenant Governor Davis,
Supervisor Yaroslavsky, and of course, the peo-
ple who are here with me today. I'd like to
introduce them all:_ the Secretary of Transpor-
tation, Federico Pena; the Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development, Henry Cisneros; and
the Director of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, James Lee Witt. They have done
a great job for you.



