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I wish I could bottle what I have seen and
heard here today and spread it out in every
community in America. We could solve about
half the problems of this country in a very short
time if I felt the kind of devotion and commit-
ment everywhere that I sensed here on the
streets of this community today. And I just want
to urge you not to give up and not to be dis-
couraged.

When that earthquake hit southern California
a year ago, there were 5,600 school buildings
damaged. Today, a year later, we celebrated the
one-year anniversary; all but 40 of those build-
ings are open, out of 5,600, educating kids. And
that shows you what you can do if everybody
pulls together and works together.

I know that a lot of you have really painful
stories now about work you’ve done in your
home that seems to be wiped away and family

furniture that may be lost forever and a lot
of things that are a very important part of your
past. But I would just urge you not to lose
the optimism, the resilience, the strength that
I have sensed here from all of you today. Don’t
give up. We will look at the long-term problems
that I’ve been asked to look at. I know this
is the second time this has happened in 10
years, and you’re getting sick of waiting for the
water to come every time the thunder claps
overhead. So we’ll look at that.

But meanwhile, let’s all pull together and
work together and follow the lead of these fine
young people and the families I had the privi-
lege to visit with today.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at the
corner of Tina Way and Elisa Way.

Statement on Action on Congressional Accountability Legislation
January 17, 1995

I want to commend the Congress for passing
the Congressional Accountability Act of 1995
today. It is about time that Congress lived by
the same laws it places on the private sector.
Passage of this bill fulfills a campaign commit-
ment of mine.

However, while this legislation is an important
political reform, it is only the first step in what

must be a greater effort to change business-
as-usual in Washington. Therefore, I reiterate
my call for Congress to act swiftly on several
much needed reform proposals including real
campaign finance reform and the gift ban and
a strong version of the line-item veto.

Remarks on Loan Guarantees for Mexico
January 18, 1995

Thank you very much, Secretary Rubin and
Ambassador Kantor.

Ladies and gentlemen, we wanted to be here
today to make the clearest public case we can
for the proposal which has been developed by
the administration and the bipartisan leadership
in Congress for dealing with the present situa-
tion. We have worked hard with an extraor-
dinary group of people who have joined forces
because all of us realize how important this pro-
posal is, not only to the people of Mexico but
also to the United States and to our workers.

We are acting to support the Mexican economy
and to protect and promote the interests of the
American people.

As Ambassador Kantor said, and as all of you
know very well, we live in an increasingly global
economy in which people, products, ideas, and
money travel across national borders with light-
ning speed. We’ve worked hard to help our
workers take advantage of that economy by get-
ting our own economic house in order, by ex-
panding opportunities for education and train-
ing, and by expanding the frontiers of trade,
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