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around in my billfold when I was Governor,
Clinton’s rule of politics. And one of them was,
‘‘Everybody is for change in general, but against
it in particular.’’ [Laughter]

I remember a story our junior Senator, David
Pryor, told me one time about going to a birth-
day party for a guy who turned 100. And he
said to this guy who had just passed a century
of life, he said, ‘‘You know, it’s remarkable; you
have all your faculties about you. You can real-
ly—you speak clearly; you hear me when I speak
to you.’’ He said, ‘‘Yeah.’’ And he said, ‘‘You’re
thinking just right.’’ He said, ‘‘That’s right.’’ He
said, ‘‘You must have seen an amazing number
of changes in your lifetime.’’ He said, ‘‘Yes, son,
and I was agin every one of them.’’ [Laughter]

And that’s what I see sometimes—you think
about it. The last time we had a period of really
profound change like this was at the end of
the Second World War. We had a President
named Harry Truman. He had an 80 percent
approval rating on the day that he dropped the
bomb on Japan. Two years later, when he sent
national health insurance to the Congress for
the second time, and he’d gone through 2 years
of reverse plastic surgery from the organized
interest groups pounding against change, he was
at 36 percent approval. But he fought for change
because it was necessary. And he reached out
and worked with the Republicans when he could
to build the structure of the post-cold-war
world. He did what was right, and eventually
they were able to get it across.

So I say to you, the number one lesson is
not to be cynical, not to give up, not to turn
back but to bear down and go forward and
do what is right by the American people. It
will come out all right in the end if we stand
up for what is right and do what is right.

You know, I have been very interested in
what the new Republican leaders in Congress
have said in the last few days. The Speaker,
quoting Franklin Roosevelt at length, has basi-
cally said, ‘‘Well, the Democrats did do almost
every good thing that was done in the 20th
century; give them that. But in the information
age, they’re irrelevant. We thank them. They
did a good job; give them a gold watch and
send them home. And put us in in the informa-
tion age because in the information age, well,
Government is just intrinsically a part of the
problem. It is intrinsically bad. And those
Democrats, they think there’s a program for
every problem. They think Government can

solve the problems. They are wrong. They are
irrelevant. Throw them away.’’

It’s a funny world, that world they’re sketch-
ing, a world in which Big Bird is an elitist and
rightwing media magnates are populists. [Laugh-
ter] It’s an interesting world. I’m still trying
to get it, but I’m working at it real hard.

But I say to you, my friends, we have an
obligation that is more than contesting the other
party, and certainly I do. I do not believe there
is a program for every problem in the informa-
tion age. I do not believe Government can solve
all the problems. But I do not believe that Gov-
ernment is inherently bad. Our Founders cre-
ated Government at a time of limited Govern-
ment. And I still think what they said it was
for is the best statement we could ever make:
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that
all men are created equal, endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights, and
among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. And Government was instituted
to help the American people pursue those ends.
That is what I believe.

And you know, in times of sweeping change,
times of great uprooting, times which are uncer-
tain and insecure for people, it is more impor-
tant than ever that we work hard not only to
do the right specific things but to define that,
to say what we believe. So will we have a dif-
ferent form of Government in the 21st century?
You bet we will. And will it be less bureaucratic
and more entrepreneurial and more creative?
You bet; it must be. But does it still need to
be on the side of average Americans to help
empower them, to give them the tools, to give
them the means so that they can survive and
do well and have the American dream in their
own lives and rid themselves of this gripping
insecurity that still dominates the lives of so
many million American families? I say yes, that
is our job.

And so I challenge the leaders of the other
party: You won a piece of responsibility; exercise
it. Stop the politics of demonization and division,
and let’s think about exercising joint responsi-
bility. You say you want to restrain Government
spending; so do I. Without help from them,
we took $11,000 in debt off of every family
in this country. We reduced the size of Govern-
ment, as the Vice President said. We have
begun to reinvent it to make it work. Nobody
looks the other way now when there’s an emer-
gency and the Federal Emergency Management
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