would have a hard time dealing with this cold
winter.

But I want to make it clear that even if we
can solve this problem for an extended period
of time, there are some problems that cannot
be solved unless the Government is just opened
back up. All the furloughed employees—we
have one furloughed Federal employee here—
they ought to be brought back to work, and
those that are working ought to be paid. The
services that they are instructed to provide that
we all agree are going to be provided when
we get a final budget agreement ought to be
provided. This has never been done before in
the history of the country, and we shouldn’t
continue to do it now.

This shutdown is hurting people in every
State in America. And as I said before, there
are some things that I can do to help, like
the heating assistance program or like keeping
this Meals on Wheels program going. But some
of these things require action by Congress. Now,
today they said, as Father Darko said, that they
might bring the Federal employees back and
they might pay them but not let them do very
much. And they might continue some of the
so-called politically sensitive programs. 1 don’t
want to minimize that. That is a step in the
right direction. Better to have this than not;
that is a step in the right direction.

But you should also know that there are now
20,000 young people who have applications for
home mortgages in to the Federal Government
who can’t close those mortgages because of this
shutdown. And they may lose those homes, their
chance to buy a home. There are I think now
$40 million—$40 million in small business loans
held up, because the Small Business Administra-
tion guarantees those loans, that would prevent
people from starting their businesses and hiring
people. And we need more small businesses
being started. We need to create jobs for our
people.

There are any number of toxic waste dumps
that large numbers of American children live
near that ought to be cleaned up. And all the
cleanup work has just been stopped in neighbor-
hoods all across America.

Now, this is wrong. It's wrong. And it
amounts to cruel and unusual punishment, not
only for all the people who need these services
but for all the rest of the people in this country
who pay the taxes for them. They are not getting
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what they paid for, and the people are not get-
ting the services that have been authorized.

I want to say again this—this is one of the
things that came up at our lunch when one
of the folks at the table said, “I thank you for
standing firm”—this shutdown does not have
anything to do with balancing the budget. I have
pledged to the Republicans—I gave my word,
and I was raised in an old-fashioned home in
an old-fashioned time, maybe, but I still think
when you tell somebody youre going to do
something, you ought to do everything you can
to do it. That's the way I was raised. I gave
them my word I would work with them to pass
a plan which would bring our Federal budget
into balance in 7 years, according to the esti-
mates of the Congress. I gave them my word
I would do that; I have been doing that.

The last time there was a crisis like this the
Government didn’t shut down, but there was
a budget crisis about 5 years ago and the Presi-
dent at that time was involved in those negotia-
tions for about a half an hour. I have spent
days and days and days working with the leaders
of Congress, and I will do it some more. I
was ready yesterday. We missed a day yesterday.

But this threat of the shutdown—as much
as I hate to see people furloughed, as much
as I hate to see people working and not getting
paid, as much as I hate to see these young
people not getting their homes and these busi-
nesses not being funded—we’ve even got busi-
nesses that have jobs that depend on their get-
ting permission from the Government to sell
their products overseas, and they can’t get per-
mission. They may have to lay people off when
they could be hiring people.

I hate to see all that. But that cannot affect
a single, solitary decision I make on what kind
of a balanced budget plan we're going to have.
Because that’s this year and now, but if we’re
going to make plans for 7 years I have to know
that if we're going to balance the budget, we
are going to protect the Medicare program, the
Medicaid program, the education of our chil-
dren, the environment that we all share, and
that we’re not going to raise taxes on the hardest
pressed working families.

Now, we can balance the budget and protect
all that. And that’s what I'm trying to do. And
I am behaving in these negotiations exactly as
I would be behaving if the Government was
running and if you didn’t have to think about
the Meals on Wheels program and if nobody
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