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Jan. 9 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Statement on the Death of Mike Synar
January 9, 1996

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
this morning of the death of former Oklahoma
Congressman Mike Synar. Mike Synar was a
brave and unflinching public servant who in
tough political times remained true to his prin-
ciples. He did not always do what was popular,
but he always did what he thought was right—

for Oklahoma and for America. Throughout his
life, and especially during the past 6 months,
Mike Synar was a true profile in courage.

Hillary and I will miss him. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to his family and friends
at this difficult time.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval
Legislation on the Welfare System
January 9, 1996

To the House of Representatives:
I am returning herewith without my approval

H.R. 4, the ‘‘Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Act of 1995.’’ In disapproving H.R.
4, I am nevertheless determined to keep work-
ing with the Congress to enact real, bipartisan
welfare reform. The current welfare system is
broken and must be replaced, for the sake of
the taxpayers who pay for it and the people
who are trapped by it. But H.R. 4 does too
little to move people from welfare to work. It
is burdened with deep budget cuts and struc-
tural changes that fall short of real reform. I
urge the Congress to work with me in good
faith to produce a bipartisan welfare reform
agreement that is tough on work and responsi-
bility, but not tough on children and on parents
who are responsible and who want to work.

The Congress and the Administration are en-
gaged in serious negotiations toward a balanced
budget that is consistent with our priorities—
one of which is to ‘‘reform welfare,’’ as Novem-
ber’s agreement between Republicans and
Democrats made clear. Welfare reform must be
considered in the context of other critical and
related issues such as Medicaid and the Earned
Income Tax Credit. Americans know we have
to reform the broken welfare system, but they
also know that welfare reform is about moving
people from welfare to work, not playing budget
politics.

The Administration has and will continue to
set forth in detail our goals for reform and our
objections to this legislation. The Administration

strongly supported the Senate Democratic and
House Democratic welfare reform bills, which
ensured that States would have the resources
and incentives to move people from welfare to
work and that children would be protected. I
strongly support time limits, work requirements,
the toughest possible child support enforcement,
and requiring minor mothers to live at home
as a condition of assistance, and I am pleased
that these central elements of my approach have
been addressed in H.R. 4.

We remain ready at any moment to sit down
in good faith with Republicans and Democrats
in the Congress to work out an acceptable wel-
fare reform plan that is motivated by the ur-
gency of reform rather than by a budget plan
that is contrary to America’s values. There is
a bipartisan consensus around the country on
the fundamental elements of real welfare re-
form, and it would be a tragedy for this Con-
gress to squander this historic opportunity to
achieve it. It is essential for the Congress to
address shortcomings in the legislation in the
following areas:

• Work and Child Care: Welfare reform is
first and foremost about work. H.R. 4
weakens several important work provisions
that are vital to welfare reform’s success.
The final welfare reform legislation should
provide sufficient child care to enable re-
cipients to leave welfare for work; reward
States for placing people in jobs; restore
the guarantee of health coverage for poor
families; require States to maintain their
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