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received some help from some people who, as
you know, have contributed to the legal expense
fund.

But if I stay healthy, I'll be able to pay my
bills and earn a pretty good living. I'm far more
concerned about the legal bills of other people
that are much—they’re smaller legal bills, but
for them it’s a lot of money. So I'm a lot more
concerned about them than myself.

Yes, sir. One more.

Budget Negotiations

Q. Could you clarify something, sir? Some
of your answers today seem to suggest that you
might agree with Mr. Gingrich and Mr. Dole
that it might well take another election to re-
solve this whole budget deal.

The President. No, 1 disagree with that. I
completely disagree with that.

Q. So you believe then, sir, that this is not
going to go on and on and on. I mean, can
you predict right now that by the State of the
Union Address

The President. Let me just say that if it’s
up to me, I will do everything I can to keep
it from going on and on. That is, we know
you have now two plans that the Congressional
Budget Office has certified. You just have to
take my word for it, because we promised not
to discuss the negotiations, but we’ve moved
closer together. We are not that far apart on
the money. As a percentage of the total monies
that will be spent in the categories at issue,
we probably are warring over less than 2 percent
now. But in terms of the policies and the human
impact, the potential is very great in that money
that’s left. So there are policy differences left.

Now, what I'm saying to you is we owe it
to the American people to pass a balanced budg-
et deal and to do it now, because we have
both identified more than enough savings to do
it and to have the tax cut. We should agree
on everything we possibly can. Then those
things we can’t we should defer to the next
election. But when the voters vote in the next
election they should have no doubt that their
budget is going to be balanced and that Medi-
care and Medicaid and education and the envi-
ronment are going to be protected; that the
country is going to be stronger, that we are
moving in the right direction and that here are
these two very different sets of views about how
we can best meet the challenges of the future.
You decide, make your judgment, and youre
still in the driver’s seat. But meanwhile, we did
what we were hired to do and what we said
we would do, which is to balance the budget.

We have to adjourn, but let me just say this
before I quit—where’s Charlie Tasnadi? Where
are you? Where are you? This is his—after 32
years working for AP, this is his very last Presi-
dential press conference. Thanks for doing a
great job. Let’s give him a big hand. [Applause]
I'm not sure youre old enough to retire, but
there are some days when I can understand
why you decided to. [Laughter]

Thank you, and God bless you.

NotE: The President’s 113th news conference
began at 4 p.m. in the East Room at the White
House. A portion of this news conference could
not be verified because the tape was incomplete.
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I want to say hello to all of you in Obhio,
and especially—[applause]l—can you hear me?
[Applause] That's great.

I want to thank your party chair, David Le-
land, and Senator John Glenn and your former
party chair, Jim Ruvolo, for all of your hard
work in organizing tonight’s caucuses. And I
want to thank all of you for signing on to help
us tonight.

We've got people there, I know, from all
across Ohio: in Cleveland and Greenville; in Co-
lumbus and New Philadelphia, Cincinnati and
Waverly; in Dayton, where the Bosnian peace
agreement was made; in Marion, Toledo, and
Milan; in Youngstown and Springfield; in Canton
and Mentor and Akron and Lorain. To all of
you, thank you very much.

You all know that Ohio is very special to
me. The Ohio primaries put me over the top
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