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is still a whole lot of money to a lot of those
old folks; it really matters. Now, if we had to
have it to balance the budget or save Medicare,
I'd be happy to ask for it. But since we know
we don’t, we shouldn’t take it.

The real problem is this: Some of the Repub-
licans honestly just want to balance the budget,
and theyre also honestly concerned with the
cost of Medicare and Medicaid. Some of the
Republicans are using the balanced budget and
the very large tax cut they want to say, “Well,
if we balance the budget, we have a big tax
cut, then we just don’t have any money for
this.” What they want to do is to end the ability
of your Nation’s Government to say America
can protect all our seniors through Medicare,
can protect the poor children, the handicapped
children, the people in nursing homes through
Medicaid, can make a major contribution to
education, to educational technology, to reviving
this country. They don’t believe we ought to
do that any more. They think we should put
that back to the market alone.

The problem is if the market alone does that,
then were not working as a team anymore.
Then we’re not saying everybody has a chance
to win anymore. Then were not being your
partner anymore. That is the whole issue here.
It's not about big Government. We have given
you the smallest Government the American peo-
ple have had as a percentage of our civilian
work force since 1933. It’s not about regulation.
We're getting rid of 16,000 pages of Federal
regulation. It’s not about the deficit. The deficit
has been cut in half, would be balanced today
if it weren’t for the debt run up in the 12
years before we showed up. But it's nothing
about that. It's about philosophy.

Now, here’s the argument I'm making to
them. Now, theyve got a lot of compelling
points. If they were here today, they could make
their speeches, and youd think they'd make
some good points, too. My argument is, we're
going to have an election here in November,
and we can argue about how the Medicare pro-
gram should be structured, beyond where we
can agree; we can argue what our environmental
policy should be, beyond where we can agree;
we could argue whether it's a good or a bad
thing for the Federal Government to give lower
cost college loans to students and give them
better terms to repay it so nobody will be dis-
couraged from going to college by the debt.
We can argue all that, but we have already

agreed on enough savings to balance the budget.
And since we agree on that, and we've already
agreed on how to save the money to do it,
let's go on and balance the budget and get that
out of the way. We owe that to the American
people. It is wrong not to do it. Let us balance
the budget and do it now.

I will say today, I watched that cab being
set down on the chassis today, right before I
came up here, and I thought, now, that’s a pic-
ture of what America’s all about. We work well
when we work together. I got tickled—you
know, the Vice President talked for 6 minutes
before he mentioned the Tennessee football
team. I didn’t dream it would take him that
long. [Laughter] Now, Tennessee’s got a great
quarterback, but if it weren't for the other 10
people on the offense and the other 11 on the
defense, you wouldn’t have the ranking you
enjoy. You watched that Ohio State game; it
was a balanced team that won that game.

If you look at what happens when the Amer-
ican military goes someplace and youre proud
of them, there are a lot of heroes out there,
but it’s the team that wins. And that’s what
this is all about. It’s also about recognizing that
in life you do what you can today and you
put off the rest until tomorrow. So I say again
to my Republican and my Democratic friends
in the Congress, we can balance the budget
today. We have already agreed on how to do
that. We can give a modest tax relief geared
to childrearing and education for the working
families of America. We have agreed on that.
We can do some things for small business.
We've agreed on that.

Let us take what we can agree on and balance
the budget while we protect Medicare and Med-
icaid and education and the environment and
give modest tax relief. Let us be honest with
the American people what we disagree on, and
let the American people make their decision
in November. But we are hired to show up
for work every day, just like you are. We can’t
just go on a work stoppage from now until No-
vember and not deal with this. So we should
balance the budget now and put the differences
off and let you decide in November who you
think is right. Whatever you say, it will probably
be right. It’s been right most of the time for
the last 200 years. But meanwhile, we should
do our job.

Thank you very much, and God bless you.
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