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NoTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. on the
factory floor. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Philip N. Bredesen of Nashville; Joe Scattergood,
plant manager; Wayne Wooten, president, United
Auto Workers #1832; Bobby Lee Thompson, di-

rector, United Auto Workers, Region 8; and Tom
Plimpton, general manager, Peterbilt Division. A
portion of these remarks could not be verified be-
cause the tape was incomplete.
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Thank you so much, Mr. Vice President, Gov-
ernor McWherter, Senator and Mrs. Gore, and
Senator and Mrs. Sasser—they’ll do a great job
for our country in China, I know. Senator and
Mrs. Mathews, and to Congressman Gordon,
Congressman Clement, and Congressman Tan-
ner, and former Congressman Jim Cooper is
here with us. I'm glad to see all of you here.
To the mayors who are here, my good friend
Wayne Glenn, and to other people who are here
from all over Tennessee and from all walks of
life. And Marilyn Lloyd, I think, is here some-
where—where is sheP—former Congresswoman.

And let me say to all of you that I sure
liked that speech Al Gore gave. I want all of
you from Tennessee to know that when the
record of this administration has been written,
the consequences of our actions may be only
apparent to the American people in their posi-
tive aspects years from now. But one thing is
already clear. In the entire history of our Re-
public, the most effective, the most important
Vice President in American history is Al Gore.

He has overseen our efforts to reform our
environmental laws so that we could be better
at growing the economy and preserving the envi-
ronment at the same time. He is developing
a plan that will have our country work in part-
nership with the private sector to hook up every
student in America to the Internet with good
software, good computers, good training, just in
the next few years.

He has managed a permanent relationship
with the Prime Minister of Russia which has
reinforced the positive direction in which we
are going and which has helped us to lift the
cloud of nuclear threat from the American peo-
ple since we've been here. For the first time
since the dawn of the nuclear age, there is not
a single, solitary nuclear missile pointed at an
American child, and I am proud of that.
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While our friends on the other side talked
about not liking big Government, wanting to
give more power to States and localities in the
private sector, in a very quiet and straight-
forward and effective way the Vice President
has helped us to reduce the size of the Federal
Government by over 200,000.

And when you hear your Republican friends
back in your neighborhood saying that the
Democrats are the party of big Government,
ask them, “Well, if that’s so, why is the Govern-
ment now the smallest it’'s been since 19657
If that’s so, why is the Government, as a per-
centage of the civilian work force, the smallest
it’s been since 19337 If that’s so, why are they
dismantling 16,000 pages of unnecessary Gov-
ernment regulations put in by Republican execu-
tives who were there before we were? If all
that is so, how did this happen?”

It happened because it's not so, because a
big part of what we came to do was to give
you a smaller, more effective Government. But
we did not go to Washington to walk away from
the American people and their future, and we
have no intention of doing that.

Let me say, I know that all the publicity in
Washington that’s coming down here to you is
all this debate over the budget. And it’s being
kind of, is it a horserace and who’s giving up
what and are they going to get a deal or not,
and all that sort of thing. I understand that.
I just want to take a couple of minutes to try
to put that into a larger picture.

You know, when I leave you I'm going to
Bosnia. I will see soldiers there from all over
America, including soldiers from Tennessee. 1
will go to Hungary to see the basing that we're
doing there in Hungary. And then I will stop
in Zagreb, Yugoslavia—Croatia, in the former
Yugoslavia, where we have a military hospital,
some other actions, and I will see the President



