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of that country to try to make sure that we
continue to work to maintain the peace.

And a lot of people wonder, “Well, why did
the United States send soldiers there? I mean,
the cold war is over. Theyre doing well with
Russia. Why did they do that?” Well, it’s part
of my view, at least, of where we ought to
go as a country. I'd like it if we could just
lay down all our arms and lay down all our
responsibilities. But if you think about what the
world is going to look like in the years ahead
for all these children that are here, it really
matters if America is the strongest force for
peace and freedom.

World War I started in Bosnia. So many trou-
bles are just right there around it. If this war
was not contained, it could spread and cause
many of our people to go and lose their lives
down the road. Meanwhile, hundreds of inno-
cent people, tens of thousands of innocent peo-
ple, have been slaughtered, over a million
turned into refugees from their own country.

So we went there to help other countries
make the peace. We didn’t have to go alone,
we're only a third of the total force, but it
would not have happened if it hadn’t been for
the United States. What I want you to think
about is, by our being involved with other peo-
ple, we can make a difference in the world
for our own people.

Let me give you another example. We want
to fight terrorism. We've had terrorism right
here in the United States, whether it was home-
grown terrorism or people coming from other
countries to our shores. Because we’re involved
with other countries, we've been able to get
some of those terrorists arrested in other coun-
tries and brought back here to stand trial for
killing innocent Americans, because we worked
with them.

We know that every day Americans die be-
cause of the scourge of drugs. Because we work
with other countries, just this last year we were
instrumental with our military and our civilian
law enforcement in seeing seven members of
the infamous Cali drug cartel in Colombia ar-
rested, seven—it was unheard of—because we
worked with other countries.

Because we worked with other countries to
have not only more free trade but more fair
trade, the exports of American products have
increased by one-third in the last 3 years to
an all-time high. Because we work with other
countries, people in Nashville and in Tennessee

have jobs and a better future. And we know
if were going to have a free trading system,
it has to also be a fair trading system.

And that's how you need to see this fight
over the budget and all the accomplishments
the Vice President talked about. Our theory is
that America is a team, that we’re going forward
together, we're going up or down together. If
you look at the whole history of our country,
you go back and read how we got started: We
believed in liberty; we believed in progress; and
we struggled to find common ground, to get
together in spite of our differences. Those three
things are constant in every important period
in our history. And what we know is unless
we get together and work together, our liberties
can be threatened. And we know, unless we
get together and work together, we can’t make
progress.

I just came from the Peterbilt truck factory
here. I'm sure it’s a source of pride to everyone
in Tennessee. They've got backlog orders for
7 or 8 months. Theyve added 600 people to
the payroll since we came into office. I'm proud
of that. I'm proud for them. But we didn’t do
anything directly for them. Our job is to give
them a framework within which they can do
well. Why are they doing well? Because they
work together.

Now, that’s what this budget fight is all about.
Should we have a country in which our hatred
of Government says the market should control
everything, everybody for themselves, winner
take all? Or should we have a country that says
we love the market system, we love the free
enterprise system, but we know that winners
work together, and we want a country where
everybody has a chance to win? That's what
this is about.

The congressional leaders now agree that I
have submitted to them a budget which would
be balanced in 7 years, by their scorekeeping.
They sent me a little letter which I hold up
all the time. They agree. The issue is not, will
we balance the budget; the issue is, how should
we do it?

Look, folks, I hate this deficit. Our country
never had a permanent deficit until the 12 years
before I became President. We never had that,
never. It was in those 12 years when the debt
was quadrupled. And our friends on the Repub-
lican side say, “Well, the Democrats controlled
the Congress.” That's not true. In the first 6
years when most of the damage was done, they
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