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all the American people, I come here most of
all to thank you for the superb job you are
doing on this historic mission.

As you did in Operation Deny Flight and
Operation Deliberate Force, the 31st Fighter
Wing and all of the units here at Aviano, includ-
ing the Guard and the Reserve, are showing
in Operation Decisive Edge the professionalism,
the skill, and the dedication that make America’s
military the greatest on Earth and make NATO
a force for peace throughout Europe.

The American people know that the burden
of America’s leadership weighs heavily on you
and on the families that are here. Many of you
who are here have been a long way from home
for a good long while. Others have just arrived.
Because of the sacrifices you are making here
and in the Balkans and the strength of the fami-
lies that stand behind you, your country is able
to stand up for its values and its interests.

I particularly want to thank Colonel Wald,
who has done a tremendous job in commanding
Aviano and the 31st Fighter Wing. America is
proud of the way this base has met the chal-
lenge of this operation. He told me just before
we came in here that he’d been here about
6 months, and the very first day he was on
the job was one of the days that our bombing
campaign was underway.

Today as a part of my visit here and in rec-
ognition of Colonel Wald’s fine performance and
his outstanding career over 25 years in the
United States Air Force, I am pleased to pro-
mote him to brigadier general. [Applause] Colo-
nel, it sounds like if we were doing this by
popular opinion, I wouldn’t stop there. [Laugh-
ter]

I would like to ask Mrs. Wald and their
daughter, Marissa, to come up and stand with
me. And I’d like to ask Mrs. Wald to help me
as we put the stars on the general’s shoulder.

General, our Nation and I look forward to
many more years of your service. We thank you
and congratulate you.

Let me say a special word of thanks to the
Italian Defense Minister, Mr. Corcione, the
Italian Government, and the people of Italy for
the hospitality that all of them have shown our
forces and for their help in coordinating this
difficult operation. All of you know that all of
our efforts over the last several years to contain
the conflict in Bosnia, to deliver humanitarian
aid, and in the end, to bring an end to it would
not have been possible without the partnership
of the Italian Government and the Italian peo-
ple. And the United States is very grateful for
it, and we thank you.

I also want to say a word of appreciation
to all the other countries, especially those of
our NATO allies participating in Decisive Edge.
I know that distinguished units from Britain and
Spain are here today. They, too, are playing
a vital part in keeping our alliance strong and
making sure this mission will succeed, and we
thank them.

Men and women of Decisive Edge, let me
say now, good luck and Godspeed. You are he-
roes for peace. Our Nation is very proud of
you. And as long as you live, I hope you will
always look back on this mission as something
of historic importance and fundamental human
decency.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:21 a.m. in Hangar
One. In his remarks, he referred to Minister of
Defense Domenico Corcione of Italy; U.S. Am-
bassador to Italy Reginald Bartholomew; Gen.
George Joulwan, USA, Supreme Allied Com-
mander, Europe; Gen. Michael Ryan, USAF,
Commander, 5th Allied Tactical Air Forces; Col.
Charles Wald, USAF, Commander, Aviano Air
Base; Chief M. Sgt. Michael Myers, USAF, Senior
Enlisted Adviser, 31st Fighter Wing; and Col.
David L. Moody, USAF, Vice Commander, 31st
Fighter Wing.
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Thank you very much, General Joulwan, and
General Shalikashvili, General Crouch, and es-
pecially General Abrams. This is—he was saying

on the way in, this is about the third time we
have done this, and we’re about to get the hang
of it. I like General Abrams because he’s not
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