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still part of the Warsaw Pact. Now it’s home
to the largest American military operation in
Europe since World War II. And that, too, is
a tribute to the people who wore these uniforms
before you, and for all America has stood for
the last 50 years.

I am proud of the hard work that we have
done in the last couple of years with Hungary
and other nations getting the Partnership For
Peace off the ground and preparing to open
NATO’s doors to new members. In Bosnia itself,
those of you who are going will be joined by
other new friends, Polish and Czech combat bat-
talions, Hungarian engineering corps, soldiers
from the Baltic States, and a Russian brigade.

When your mission is completed, all of you
will be able to look back at this new partnership
with former adversaries and say: We made his-
tory. We did something that really mattered.
And you will be able to be proud of it for
as long as you live. I thank you for that, and
I hope you will always feel that deep pride.

I know you've been trained to fight wars and
to win them. You are the best in the world
at that. This mission is different. We have asked
you not to fight a war but to give a people
exhausted by war the strength to make and stay
at peace. You will succeed because you're the
finest fighting force in the world, and your pres-
ence in Bosnia can and will make the difference
between a war that starts again and a peace
that takes hold.

All over the world, people look to America
for help, for hope, for inspiration. We can’t be
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Good morning. I'm speaking to you today
from Taszar, Hungary, the main staging base
for America’s soldiers in Bosnia. I've just visited
with our commanders and troops. The American
people should be very proud of the job they're
doing.

Our Armed Forces are giving the Bosnian
people, exhausted by 4 vyears of war, the
strength to make peace. I wish every American
could see firsthand what the men and women
of our military are accomplishing under very
difficult conditions, both here and in Bosnia.
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everywhere. Even you can’t do everything. But
where we can make a difference and where
our values and our interests are clearly at stake,
we must act, and they are clearly at stake in
Bosnia.

All of its people are looking to America, and
America looks to you, the men and women of
our Armed Forces. I know that you and your
families bear the heaviest burden of our leader-
ship. We ask you to travel far from home, to
be apart from your loved ones for long periods
of time, to take on difficult and sometimes dan-
gerous missions. We ask all these things, and
time and time and time again you deliver.

So I really come here with one very simple
message: The American people are proud of
what you're doing. They're proud of how you're
doing it. They're proud of you. And your Com-
mander in Chief is very, very proud of you.
To each and every one of you, I say: Godspeed,
and God bless our United States of America.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. in the
dining facility. In his remarks, he referred to Gen.
William W. Crouch, USA, Commanding General,
U.S. Army Europe; Gen. John N. Abrams, USA,
Commander, 5th Corps; U.S. Ambassador to
NATO Robert E. Hunter; and Brig. Gen. Burwell
Bell, USA, Assistant Division Commander, 3d In-
fantry Division. The Executive order of January
11 establishing the Armed Forces Service Medal
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Here in Taszar, our troops are providing the
beans, bullets, and black oil that are keeping
our people in Bosnia fed, armed, and ready to
roll. In Tuzla, the headquarters for our troops
in Bosnia, the weather report is pretty much
the same every day: mud, mud, and more mud.
But despite that and the snow and the freezing
rain, in less than a month our soldiers have
built a base camp with more than 100 hard-
backed tents, complete with wooden floors, heat,
and lights. They've set up a road network and
sophisticated communications. The airfield,



