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Jan. 4 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

Navy how to fight at night, attacking with tor-
pedoes as well as guns. As Chief of Naval Oper-
ations for those unprecedented three terms, he
created the most balanced, versatile fleet in his-
tory, one that enabled us to preserve the peace
and safeguard our freedom throughout all of
the hard days of the cold war. He built nuclear
submarines so that our Navy would be as strong
below the ocean’s surface as it was above it.
He armed them with Polaris missiles so we
could better deter Soviet attacks. He took from
blueprint to shipyard the idea of a fleet pro-
pelled by the power of the atom.

The Navy all Americans are so proud of, the
Navy that stood up to fascism and stared down
communism and advances our values and free-
dom even today, that Navy is Arleigh Burke’s
Navy.

Today we mourn the passing of a great Amer-
ican. But his spirit is all around us. We see
it in the promise of the young midshipmen who
will take on the challenge of living up to his
magnificent example. We see it in the fine men
of the ship that bears Admiral Burke’s name
and who will soon man the rails on the road
to his gravesite. We see it in all the Arleigh
Burke class destroyers that are protecting peace
and helping democracy take root from the Per-
sian Gulf to Haiti, to the former Yugoslavia.

These destroyers, each named for a naval
hero, a naval leader such as John Paul Jones,
John Berry, and just recently, Winston Church-
ill, are a special class of ships, the class of
Arleigh Burke. Admiral Burke was the inspira-
tion for these ships. They were meant to be
feared and fast, the very attributes that earned
their nickname—their namesake the nickname
‘‘31-Knot Burke.’’ And they are both feared and
fast. Today, in memory of this destroyerman,
I have ordered all the Burke class and Little
Beaver squadron ships currently underway to
steam at 31 knots for 5 minutes beginning at
noon.

Arleigh Burke’s life spanned what has come
to be called the American century, one in which
the American people understood our Nation’s

special place in the world as a force for freedom
and hope and peace. As the new century ap-
proaches, it is fair to say that no American did
more to act upon that responsibility than Arleigh
Burke. The freedoms we cherish, the peace we
enjoy were sustained by his vision and his labors.
Those freedoms and that peace are his greatest
legacy. As long as we remain devoted to them,
we will stay faithful to him and to the remark-
able generation of Americans he helped to lead.

My fellow Americans, the challenges we face
today are new. The foes who oppose us have
changed. But the values and the interests we
must stand for are the same ones Arleigh Burke
dedicated his 18-hour days to preserve, the same
freedom and peace and democracy and human
dignity.

With Arleigh Burke’s passing, we change the
watch. A new generation takes the helm. May
it find guidance and inspiration in the lessons
of his long life so well lived. And may it stay
true to the course Admiral Burke set of peace
through strength, of freedom through sacrifice,
of success through tireless devotion to duty.

Mrs. Burke, you were the Admiral’s partner
throughout his long and rich life. You blessed
him greatly with your love, as his powerful quote
on the front of our program so clearly says.
In turn, he blessed America with his service.

May God now bless Arleigh Burke in the
warm embrace of His eternal love. In the time-
less words of the sailor, ‘‘Fair winds and fol-
lowing seas.’’

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:42 p.m. in the
Chapel at the U.S. Naval Academy. In his re-
marks, he referred to Vice Adm. Joseph Metcalf
III, USN (Ret.); Adm. William A. Owens, USN,
Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff; Adm. J.M.
Boorda, USN, Chief of Naval Operations; Adm.
Charles Larson, USN, Superintendent, U.S. Naval
Academy; former Presidential candidate Ross
Perot; former Supreme Court Justice Byron
White; and Roberta Burke, widow of Admiral
Burke, and her godson, Dr. Patrick C. Ward.
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